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The cars were crowded with "fraudoura" (smugglers) and their baskets of
butter, reat, egges, wooden shoes, and leatkher. At La Fcetingue the
proceoure is very interesting. The Ccrman soldiers at the French Irentler
(and €taps electric 1ins) have a soft spot for one znd two-nark notes

(25 £ 2ad 50 £) vhen there are no officers in sifht. /s soon as the coast
is clear, the snupglers hurry zcress the line, croppin Incidentelly the
vzémissicn® fee. The focd products cnce in France, especially in the large
toins lile Roubaix and Lille are scld for fabulous prices.

Feturning from the frontier to Touraay I spent the rest of the
afternoon at the office. 1larie, lr, C's servant, Jjust received the newus
of the requisition of her brother zt Csurain nearby. In the village of
3,500, over 150 r=n were tszken. The whole tcwm tanded together and
furnished z11 the men with warm winter clothing, a temporary food supply,
and in meny cases money. . A

. Lieut. willis arrived from Brussels at 5.30 with the Sarzh B, =
proudly flying a brand new C.E.B. flzg. 4y trunk from America was troucht
at the saze time. (n opening it I found two pairs of new sheoes = which
zre worth thelr weight in eilver here now, winter cverccat, rubber overshces,
and everything else carefully provided fcr a Belglan vinter. Cave l'r. C.

a lesscn in the evening, and rclled in early.

sun uc}o Oct- 22 ?'.'ro C. 161'1'. for EaSSEIt at 6023 ao.mo t,o ViSit
his brother, wio last conth lost his son at the front. Spent an hour at
the office and received several visits, ons from a lady who wished us to |
secure a pascport to enztle her to o to Swltzerland. These extrasordinary
1ittle demaznds, however, bccome now 2 part of thc daily routine.

French lesson at Mpe Crunellet's. Had lunch st the "(Csthedrsln,
Latcr in the afternoon I vcnt out to !re. Durmon's for an hour. [fAfterwarcs
Licut. willis, znother of;iccr, Cocunt Schrettove and I went to ths Jount
for sugspere. The cannonading toward Lille was very heavy curing the afternoon
and evendng. Returning tc the office, I wrcte there until becd- tir:.

In 2ccordance with the necw proclazaticn of the etspjen-general

-

fcsusd this rorminr, everyone starting tocday must be indcors at S o'clock
in the evening and cznnot leave the house agefn until 6 in the morming.
4t 5.35 I tock a walk throuch the icwn - not a sign of li‘e c¢xecpt for an
ccecas :onal solcier.

}bnday. Started out with Willis in the machine 2t 8 otclock.
e visited the Cormandsnt a2t intoing, and cfizrvards the cormunes of
Ferenncs zad lerse At the lztier plece the requisiticn of youap men was
Just taking places Ve were scked to intervens, but under the present
circumstznces czn cnly aid the werkerg for the Fevitzillerent,

it *erudel. wve wet !r. Tzugines. Spent zn Intcresting half hour



there and departed with a precious two dozen epgs which he gave us
(Egge are now {1.2C a dezen)s Returned to Tournai by Lzuze; cutiing
the étape line in 211 four different tinss.

Jas present at the cpeni1g of a new Soupa Scolaire (Cantins for
Children) at 11 a.me.  Had luach at De Ccynst's with Mr. Jansone. Spent
a busy sfterncon at the office.

Tte 4town received thls afierncon the afflictiicn of a fine of
200,000 rarks for not heving given the list of chomeurs (men cut of vork)
to the militzary authorities. Six cays are given Iin wvhich to pey, with
an 2dditicnal fine of 23,000 marks for each day's delay in giving the list.
It is generally believed that the town will refuse to pay, znd suffer
the consequences no matter how severes The seccnd day today of the new
S o'clock retiring rule - at 4.3 the town of L0,000 is the picture of
sniration. At S o'clock it 4s as dead, the strcets are as desertsd as
the cost deserted country village. -

Tuesdaye. Mre C. returned from Eascelt. Started out at
8 a.m. witE willis. e visited the Comzsndant st Velaines, and afterverds
the rmapzsin. The flag of the C.R.B. and that of the Cerman Cormandant
are suspcnced from the sawe building 10 feet apart and both st the sams
heicht. On arriving at Velaines the officers tried to replace the C.R.B.
flap with the rred, white and black", but on being teld that the former
was Pdrancau Lnzéricain at once chanped their mind.

vie visited the installaticns at C¢lles, lMolembaiw, Mt. St. Luber; =-
discussing Arcrican politics en route. The spirit in Cerrany, on account
of frericals furnishing of amuniilion, is generally anti-imerican. The
nuesber cf U.Se citizens In the allied arnies provckes daily comment in
ths Cerzan frecsse.

M returning I visited thke quai where the "Calvades® is q2ldng
& trlalrchargerent® of flour for Iille. /m accompznied zlweays bty an
oificer vhen 4in the rachiine. dave teen oflcred zn orderly - a Cernan
golcier who :skcs kirmself penerally kandy - but for the precent will be
atle to ¢o without conoe.

Mre Te linex, bad lunch with vs 2t l're C'se After lunch ve
tesk a uslk ending un 2t the cfifice, ihsre we tzlked over a nusher of thincs

Tzach arrtd frcm Sruescls. villis cdrenzed in for an hour -
ithie C.o.Fe flzg will have to te Tfered froa tze zuto according to imperial
a th

L€ . .
mzncate, tecause cnly Cerman penerals {1y flars on their machincs.

Fizd one of 1y rzny interesting tzlks sith Mr. Wilmsrt on different

sublecte.  Alter cur work was finicltac 2zt 7 o'clock I wzlked with hin as
far 2s his house zs Yooly-juard®, cn accecunt ef the 5 o'clock rule.

nt the evening rcacding and writing.

/. cCresiay
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izdnesday Started out apzin with Licut. willis at 8 otclock.
Ve visited several (‘cmun officecrs for passce, in Or.‘ation, ctes  Havo
beon fnformsd that us are to have in tha roglen $,0X0 ref ufccs from tha
Scmma zftor the first of Koverder - which zcansg L..?Dru.nt changes in
ths rovitaillemznt,

During the mmg_ng we visited Pecg, Fotairkourg (vhere I saw
ny friends ¥r. & Vro. Duchatelet), end Templcuve.  Oa the woy homa I
gecursd 200 lts. of potztecs which are teconing now very rarze

Ezd ltnch with Tdcutenznt 1ixlis at his home, diniag on thoe
regular eray rations  Th3 Gem:zn brosd, im large part rye cod potatess,
$s not very good. After lunch we cpent an interesting hour in vhich
he told some of his expsriences during the past tuo yearse VWhile in
front of Feims four months he had a difficult tim3e For every shell
which the Prench fired into a village ca tha Cerxan cida of the line =
the Cerzans cropped four in Peimse. This scon ended borkirdrznt of tho
villzspe. It is intcresting to hear froa Gsrmans the same kind of storles
regarcing treatrent of prisoners, civilizn salping, = m._factu.re of munitions
etce ~ 28 w6 hear frea tha sympathisers with tha ..llic

- Spznt the cftermocn at the office. cech had suppsr with us
at Yr. C'z, and ve cpent the cevening locking =t pictures taken during
Ire Castzifnets voyage. ‘

Thursdiye  Lzft for Brusesls cn the early traine 2t the offics
I found welcoca letters fronm mother, father, Hzity, Ssz, Eohner.

Attendad recting of CuMe in the morainge Lunch at the C.R.B.

officess At the aficrnoon mecting Ire Grogory, the new dircetcr - a

lawyer fron £na Francleco - vas introduceds  E3 had fust crrived from
tricrica aad £ave us zn S_ntcr...,ting tzlk on recent hoppenings there - szys
its a tic bzticcn Huphes and iilso Spent tuo hours afteruvards rezading
up back ecorrespondeace of ths € "

we 10.40

sr ¢t Creen's in ths evening with Zroim, Csbornz,

a5 at 8 o'clock with Tack cnd C
ting of tha Co=z it clic
teruards at Hucpiper

rids o
‘fons vie had a very u resting v
lunch in town with C:..‘ - tza

b- n
[¢]

nci:
Tict. illia
2t

' L]
cats to the offlcs the riddle of thag oftecimoon, and ithere rat Tuck and Cada.
Tre requiziticon of rien is now corizzneling at Mone Fach dey )
el o A
treiz-leads of rea requisitiecned by the nilitary f.u\.uoruics pzss through
the Yons etetion;

tL.e rzn arg often toxed 4n Lcirl*t czrs -nd forced o

(0 without food curfng their {ransportatica for ceveral coys at a time -

lre Ie Cuc, Liecute Willis and I lcft j'cns at 33 etoppsd cn route
for epce at ILeuvzgy and rcacted Towmal at Se At Ath we zaw the domero

/L'::r,a
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done by the allied aviators - last week; three civilians wers killed,
no ham done to Cerman property. . o

Worked. at the office until 7 o'clocf. | Took Kllae. Gailaa,
the stenog‘apher, hoze as the 5 o'clock ruls 13 in effect. .

¥r. De Ceynst had supper with us. Rollcd in at 9 c'clocx to
nake up for two days previous.

Saturdey. Oét. 28 'I’hﬁ usual busy Samrdeq'. Anothér ‘1,000 '
refugees announced. Gith Kre. Castafigne and }re. Wilmart we outlined a
gysten to provide for the feeding of tha 10,000 French who are expected
next week.

Spent ths morning at the office taki.ng cares of requssts frea
the delegates of the local comittees. The weekly meeting of ths 150
delngates wag held at tha Excelsfor at 11.30. It uas a most remarkabls
cathering - for the patriotic sentiment expressed. : ‘

¥r. Duchatelet had lunch with us at ¥r. Cfs. In the afteraocon
we held the bi-weekly rseting of the irspectors. Busy at the office
until 7« After supper Mr. & Nrs. Ds Ceynst « protected by De G's
nJ2sesrwerks" arr'-band - co:zs to the hou=e, for an evan*_ng of "aution bridge®.
Lieut, Willdie lert thi.s aft.rnoon for his homs in Germany. to
spsnd & week with his wife and children. In the msanwhils the Comt
Sc)m-ttoe is o be = body-guard.

- Sundaye Startad out cn foot at 10 o‘clock w’ith Kr. Cop
¥r. Janrscn and rr. rrison for lLamain, 5 m. from Tournal, . There we had
dincer with ¥r. Lefebvre, the boumnaeter end wealthiest farzer in the
reglion. It was a typical farm Thanksgiving dinner garnished with ths
vintage of ‘08, rare 65, aid well-aged champagns. Kr. Lefebyre, 65 years
old, but very young in spirits, accompanied ug nearly all the way homs -
&nd insisted that we rest a rorment at each Inn we passed en rounte. 48
a rcsult we just reacked bozs at S o'clock - the retiring hour. Dr. Lens
dropped in for a whils cduring the evening. The csnnopade curing the
afternoon and evening in the direction of Armentieres was very heavye.

Yondsy. Ccte 31. The day passed like an hours Spent the
coraing and atterroon at the office writdng reports for Mons and Brussels,
and teking care of various $nquiries. Since the establirshrent of the
3“ €étappen roegice there are a steady strezm of pecple at the orf.ice each

aY e

Called on Lieut Pick late in the aftemoon to x:ake arrangerents
for the feeding of the French refugees. After supper I went out to

lre Crunelle's for a rFrench lesscn. The cannoas continue as strong as
ever thie evening.:

/ihe %town
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The toun has paid

d its fino of 250,0X frzncz, but vill =
of chrozeurs (thoez
ful

5 .0
out of vork) %o the rilftary zulhorit
s

¢g undcor aay
circuzstances.s Tals coststhe tciun a penzliy of 25, 020 f{rancs Dzr €zYe
The cituaticn throuzlicut the whole reglen is very wericus. t11 thsa

villzges bave refuczd to giva the T‘"ts of chroratir, tnd if these ere

not forthceming, tha zuthoritics threcaten to rcguizition 2l izn tstiecn

17 «nd 29, Tho ruudurs cven run thzt womzn are to be tzken (oo (the

lists have been zsked for) and that the Ravitzillenzat will be surpreesed.
Thcse 2rs hardly to b2 tzlicved, but thay togc hcr vith cther rumsurs

keep the air surcharged with excitcicnte  Satux y thrzg nore €cheving

of Tournal wera deportsd into Cerazny, and lT. ‘igne has his grip
gluays packed vith vinter cloﬂ:.es in orc;r to bs rcady for the emsrgeacye -

sedzy. ct. 2st. Qpent tae mming at the office e. Vtent

to !-.th 4n t.he zftemoon on ny new Cerrman railway pass. Spznt tuo hours

there with Mre. Blanmailland straizhtsning ont a question of yezsts

. aftervards visited ths magasins and inctzlls tions of the Cormita Reglonzl

of Ath, ~ On returning to Tournai at § o'clock I st Lecach cn the sace
train. Oa reuchi.ng the houvse, foirad Czpt. Schrosder and Count Ven Gersky

"(kead of ths Ravitaillersant in Fortkern Frznce2 )in confercnce with Mr. Co-

e tzlked over the gituztiony Iin a chort tims the killing of cattle in
the éizpes is to be rcstricted or entirely stoppzd. Foat is to ba

replaced by frerican bacon end lard, if the L[nglish are willing.

.. €pcnt the evening, recading.
) YVednesday. kovy 1st. “"ou:r"‘mn. relipious holiczy.

-3

roke all pzst rccords by slceping s\.migut *ough i1l 8.15 a.r.

Spen t tte rorming at the oifice. Y¥r. Erzdfer the new inspector received
his appeint-cat and instructiorns. - Mr. Tffcss:z, our best inspzctor, has
beea promoted to the newly-made office of ez d."r. I : :

(

“¥r. Castaipfme gave r2 a fiuely 2de “e':blc““ of ;ourn_i 1n silver.
LIitar lunch, lr, Jcn.,on, I're Cuy Leach znd I startzd ocut on a walk ¢o
Froidrmont. Passzd the nfleld of raneouvrcs® where five hunired Cermzn

eolclers were raking practice trench:s, r..,cgi:ing the thorouwing of head

gr~'nadcs, end t“}'_m‘ out variovs for~ztiens At Troic-ont e szpent z

beur visithg tho Institute for Feetle-l: inu'cd, of viiich INr. Czstzigne is

a pirecter, Aftervards ve had eoffee st a niarby fzra and returned to
y 2

C &
Teurnzd oa foot ~ & movad of § rilcs for the oftera

Lzzch hsd

cuppzr vith us.,  As a dilicacy iITe Czstsime boupht
7 cze of Tutch clecs zo at £1.,60 the 1by znd I purchzced a repulation 15
caa of sardines for 2\..9 « Iggs ara rnow £1.50 par dezen, butter £1.20

. 2fier supzsr we pleyed Auzilon .'ith ITe 2 }r2e L2 Coynst, vio
sZcnt ths eveaing at lr. C's.

Thursdsy, VJour des lortsn.  fnother helidey, the Lelgpian

/ "Decoratlicn.



wpecoraticn Day*® - everyone takes flowers to the cemetry on this cccaslon,
and the churchbells ring steadily all day. Celebrzted the day by being
at the office and on ths road from 8 asme to 7 p.me The first tralinloazd

of French refugees arrived this morning, neceseitsting imcdiate arranpgements

to provice for t.heir rood.

Arranged loans ror four villagsa thia mem.’mg with the Count
schmettove and Von iismpacher; the cOm._tssiu“aire Civile.

- Mr. Jan&on had planned to give us a picnic at Fontreul-au-Fois,
but cn account of rainy weather we held it in Mr. Casteigne's dining-room.
}rs. Lzmbert, lireg. & }rs.De Geynst, and the two boys were there.

Spent the afternoon at the office. Had sappsr at D Geynst's,
and we playsd Auction afterwarcds until § c‘clock, at which hour all gcod
Ioll.s must now te at homss .

Friday. Lov.} At tha office until s o'clock. Started for
Lille at $.10 with Captain Eahr and Leach,. in the captain's nilitary gray
Denze At the french frontier we were stopped for several ssconda befors
pessing the &étappen-lins. Once beyond the lins the country presented
zn entirely different aspsct. The inhabitents - deprived of meat, butter,
etc. a2ltogether for over a year - present a very forlorn, haggard appearance.
we saw very few nsn3 the towns passed by, though containing somcwhat
near their former population, secemed entirely ceades The ploughing in
the fields was being done by German soldiers end the farming teams which
we passed en route were driven by sclciers. Lille is ons of the most
extended and most intensive manufacturing districts (woollen mille, ete.)
in Trance &nd with 21l this inoustry slopped the con.equent suffering is

Creato

Passing throm;h ths su.rraundin;)' fortifications of the towm we
vent directly to the office of the Comité Francais. There met Fr. Lasbbe,
the President, who took up seversl matiers - including the difficult questioa
of rye flour, and the giving cf a small Christmas present (a 18tile cake)
to each of the 80,000 children in the region uncder 10 years of age.

Lftcrwards Cepte 8zhr, Fre. Labbé, Leach and I vent to the Pasteur
Institute st Lille wkere ve met the femous Dr. Czlmett. He showed us
through the institution -~ and explsined the method of procuring the different
serums. The only ernimals (used for this purpcee) which are left now are a

=21l comnection of guinsa pige, znd a few borscs. The Institute has dons
wonderful werk in helping to preserve the hezlth of the town. This spring
when the clty vater was contaminated by the soldiers! trenches, 1330 cases
of typhoid were produced. [Lvery inhabitzat in the tovn was imncdiately
vaccinated, 3nd the epidemic thus chected, At pressnt, due to lack of
nourriture, tuberculosis is the most serious problem cof the city - out of
a populeticn of 125,000 L,000 2lrezdy heve tnis rslzdy. The larger part
of the wincows of the Institute were brocken snd in soms cascs the walls were
dazeaged by the epontancous explesion of the German Nuniticn Iepot in
Cecender, 1615, The explosfon killcd and injured several bundred people,
end trcke every window within two miles,

/lcaving




RN

L7-

. lgaving the Loctor and Ir. Lztbg we went on to the Grande Plsce.
Lcach and I were piven a Lalf hour's freedoms Viszlted the young lady
at the Galerie Lilleoic, who 1s the fricnd of all the Amcrican delegates
&t Lille. Afterverds tock a walk past the teautifnl theatre, which has
lately been the target of the English guns because of the nunter of Cerman
officers xho go there in the evening, It has not yet beea struck, but
we g2w where the Fnrlish shelle fell tuo woeks e2po, not over LDO feet from
the theatre. Saw the exterior of the other fine public builéinge, most
of unich fortunately escaped the Cerran bombardment in 1€1hi.  Other
sections of ths town - nearly a thousand buildings and houses in all - sors
quite pear the Place Lave teen completely destrocyed bty cannonade. At
roon we saw the rilitary review at the Place. left then for Tournal; rade
the trip of 27 kx. in 30 nminutes. :

.. After lanch ¥r. Castaimne end I took a walk which led us %o
ths School of St. Luke - a most remarkable es=tsblishment for instruction

".3in the fine arts of designing, modelling snd printing. We saw etchings

being made on stcnes, and printed by the olé-fasnicned but very effective
eyeter of lithography. Two or three hundred young men zre working in -
the variocus departments. The courses require eight years cf study and

_ practical epplication.

-

Buey at the office fron 3 to 7. 1Lieat. Willis returned frea
Cermzny tocay. Had supper with ¥r. Ce., Fre Je and lire Carbonelle at
¥adaze Irocquet's. Spent a port of the evening looking over a ccllection
of U.S. postals - including several fe::iliar scenes from Zenvere 4

T

Saturday. Iove b - Spent tae first p..rt of the mming at the
office chiefly in mepping cut plans for the finzncial eyster zhd book-
keeping nccessary in connectioa with feec.ing the French refuceese At
10.30 Licut. Willis, Count Schoettove and I set out for Erucsels in the
rachines At BRuscels, had lench at the C.R.Be offices, and spcnt the
afternocn teking up matters with the different departoents. Yr. XocVer-
here now, cnd snnounces that next wonth we will have the much neeced soep
at Tournai. Coffee will follow lster. HMacde a visit to the U,S. Fzbassy
for 8 few rinutes lute in the eftecrnoon.

Had supper at the Teverns Royzle, and zfierwards took a lonp
walk throuzh the business and shopping part of town. The stores are all
brilliantly ligchted, businsss is fairly active =~ the stocks geem to be
large - but prices are out of sirhte.

Sunday. }Nove 5. Willim, Schzettiove and I started cut in tte
rzchine froam teoe Palace hHotel at 10 o'clock for Clicntse On lcavirg
Truseels we pasted by the lar;e national aviatiocn field - now used by
the Cermzn euthorities -~ end &8 bipg Z2eppealin hangzr.

Follc-d.ng the route ‘by iscche we recched Fekelreme  Tnis is the
¢ividing line of the Flanders €tappea - maried bty & larpe sicne which
criginelly incdicated tke boundary of the Fast Flanderse Passing by

Yd

' /t.he Ctzppea
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the étappen sentries, we traversed Alcst - a town of 35,000 - with a
beaut{ful cathedral-toun shoving signs of fire and bombardment.

. Just beforz reaching Felle we psssed a village wiich had been
practically reduced to the ground by cannonade and fire., Onewvallof a
certadn house, still standing, was a most remarkzble example of
rdtrzilleuse (machine=-gua) "peppsr®e The house had probably been a
Eelglan stronghold; the wall shewed several thousand holes made Ly rachine
cun bullets. S '

Reaching Chent at 11.30 we stopped in for a few ninutes to
sce the C.R.Be delegate, Mr. Dangerfield. The Flandsrs étappsn is so
strictly clesed for milftsry purposes that he was surpriczd to find us
in the 2lrost forbidden city of Chente Hig reglon extends as far as
the Belglan-French frent. He reports things along the Belgian front
(the Ypres river) to be so quiet that tha farzers cultivate their land
almost to the line of Cerman trench=s. '

The Cermzn tand vas ol=}ing at tha Pluce dtirmzs in front of tha
oifica = unlike the egentiment exdsting in othsr parts of ths country
Lelrizns were pronensding and enjoying the rusie 23 well as s>ldiers and
officars Tte tova Is £illed with rzn in oniferm.

We had dinner together at a "military™ restaurzant ~ the hotels
znd restaurants of the tovm tzing cdivicded into clasges for militzry
parscns and for civilizns. Enjoyed the luxury of som3 oysters from the
port of Ostende, nearby. Prices for food are very high - for a =sirple
lunch for the three of us us paid ¢5.

Aftervards we made a tour of the toun 4n the rachine, viciting
‘the mzgnificent czthedral of St. Eavon, tha Toin Hall with its curious
rized architecture, the rediseval castle, tk2 quaiat old houscs bordering
zlong the river fcturning to the office Ue m=t Czptain Schrozdsr,
and then le£t for Tournzl at 3 o'clock. '

Taking the route by Cudcocnzrde we passed through the bsautiful
flesish ceuntry - ncw Jarge stretches of green pzeture and spronting
vinter wheats  Tac Towm Hell vith its remarkable erchitecture znd tha e
C trch vith its toucr ctzncding stove all tha surrounding couniry zrs tha o

st Interesting points st Cude arde o

Just before reaching Renaix ve casszd the extensive $nland
treaches reecntly constructed by the Cermzns to cerve 28 a plaoce for a

ezcsnd staad. They are very ccrefully mzds - thres cr four £lp-zag ldrnes
one behind ths other - and 14ncd with ucod. Desceading into Renzix fronm

the top cf a steep hill uhich pave us zn cueellent ponorana of the tewm
voe entered the corcune The toim his a large nuster of ircozs and officers.
, Continulng ca cur vay ve cresced fren ths Fleaders nto tha
e mmpn - - - - .. . ad - D -
Tournal ¢lzpzon at Vattrizsnt.  Rezcled Tournzi 2t S c'elock. Lad éinner
L S R I .- . .
i."i‘t..e i:-';“i.sc at ima, Torherdte with X:-- C., 'Te Jo tre & 3:3. LE CE)'ESto
Fflzrucrds read ard urote st the office wtil 22.30.
[ionlzy
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Honday. RKov. 6 Spent the morning at the office. Several
of the French refurees, coming from the different villages where they
are now quartered, called and told us & number of interesting fects about
their life in the villzapes under fires.

.-

Bucy at the offica 211 efternoon. Vade a round of Cerman
of fices with Lieut. ¥illds to tzke care of different matters. '

* ¥re Co Mre Jo 2and I had dinner at Fain w‘lt.h 1-.:’. & e 'I‘Ornelier.
I '1‘. is pianist to the Belg ian court

Tueeday. Yov. 7 ¥ade a report on the milk situstion for
infants in -the Tournsl region, and saw the Comrmandant with Willis to
reserve from requisition the cows furnishing milk for the 80 children of
the district.

Started for Espierres with Willis in the machine. This 48
the dividing point between the Flenders and Tournal éteppens, where the
revitaillement boats ex roule to France and the Feinaut pass under German
inspections Ve succeeded 4n relessing a C.R.B. boat, whose owner put
one of the Cerman esoldiers out of commission 4n e row last week. The cwner
himself will have to serve a scntence of two monthsge

From Feplerres we went cn to Courtrai through the teautiful
farzing country of the Flanders. At Courtral ve had lunch at the officers!
guarters. Afterwards took & walk throuch™the towva which is about the
same eize, but not so Interesting as Tournal. 'P.eturned the 20 rmiles to
"curnai throuch a oriv'ing rain.\- - - '

. cpen’t; the rest of the aftemoon at the ofﬁ.ce. After supper )
spent the evening at De Ceynst's. '

: ‘i.emc-scay. At the office near].) ell day um;il 7 Delle = taken
up with matters of refugees, orgznicetion of a system of cozl transportation,
ete. The day passes 1like an hour.

_ Iczch hzd supper with us in the evening, with waffles like "father®
ured to makes De Geynst's stopped in later.

Thursdzye. Yove & Busy at the office all day. Licut. ¥illis
returned from crucrsels at 3 otclock. I went toprether in the rzchine to
intoing to look efter several Loats, which the C.R.B., is to rent for
transporting coal. Afterwards went to Ravgines-Chin, where we made
arrangerments with the Cozmznder to provicde one real a day to the 570 French
priscners stationed there., Rice, flour, etce. is to te fumished to the
sisters of a nearby convent - and they will prepare a noon rcel for the
nen. Rturned to Tournal by conlicht ~ slmost zs clecar zs doye

Visited severzl friends fn the eveninr with I'r. sstalgne. Dack
to the offfce - werked uatil 11.30. |

Fricay. TFose early and tock the ueuzl cold showers  Mr. Cey
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tillis and I sterted in tha rzchine for Ions st 8.39 - 2 brautifel erisp
r=rning. Interesuing vzeting of the Provincizl Commitiie at lonze Xt
;es aanounced that the 50,000 rm2n employed by the Ravitzillem:nt in the

“Couvernersnt Gencralr x,ould ccivc cards frcu the C.R.2. cxczpting then
fren requisition for military workase.

" Eed lunch cat Huepirent's. Aftermiards a telk with Ure Coy Tuck,
end Y¥r. De 1imck. Left Fons in the machine at 3430 - stopi:d ot I‘.th

znd [zuze on the way to plex up provicsionmcnts of egrses  The price is
down to £1.10 the cdezsa nowe In the €tappen - at Tournail - it is {1.50
per cozen at prece nt. Starting In pext week ue are to e ratleacd 3 oz.
per mcat a week - and hence accumulate a small stock of epgs to help czleng.

£b
&
[Xel

Worked at the office till 7. Spsnt the evenL—xg with !r. C. &nd
¥r, Jansoa - tho Just returned from Bruessels - at }xs. Ds Geynst's.

Saturday, A very busy morning. Made a round of 3 number of
offices witd villis. Tns bi-ueekly moeting of the delegates of the
comzunes at 11.30. lade py first epcech in French to the 150 precent,
efter which IMr. Janson obligpingly repeated the sa2@ =0 that the zudiencs
right k’ldursta’ld it. Aficr a hasty lunch with the Count de Lzunoy,
1=. Duchatelet, et lr. de la Croix d'Lpunout, I left for Eruccels on ths
1.30 trzine Took up the question of the refupees and the feeding of the
Frcach vriesoncrs with !x. Hoovers Fade two roportse

In the cv;ning a -ar;hell dinncr was glven to Mre Ecllopg 2t
Cray's. Tae wnole EBzlrzin femily of ths C.2.Be = L3 mzn - wire present.
l'r. iiccver gave a s.ort but very fine speech, alluding in a humsurous
vzy to the repzrife he Lad had with lir. Francqul, president of the Telgian
Commitlce curing the post difficult weeks Returned Yo.Tournzi ty the
10 o'clock train which was an hour late in lezving Fruseels and 1 1/2 hours
lzt3 oz rcaching Tournz4. Ths "Yerd® Ststica at Brusrels is a scenz of
great rmilitery activitye Toe Berlin-Tournzi-Lille "szcceisim, a heavy
train of fifteen czrg, pulls in at 11 p.m. wmder the stean of two of the
big Ccriman loccrotivese Four or five hundred soldlers returning to tha
front with knq,“_ kg, gag rasks, and their complets outfits on thedl
baclis Cescend froa the traln - followed by & emeller numter of o;fic:-u,
alireys trin end fingly built. - In the bdtucd-uole of tke ceczt of nearly
ezch cne 45 his cistinctive ritlon of homour - the "irea cross® ronking
fircte The place of the cd:iscending solcdicrs 4s telien by on cguzlly large
nunboer poing on to Tournad and Lille. My RL.B. paces i5 good for let cleocs
co that I often find wycelf in the company of a8 gercral or coss cgually
irmoortant perceazge.

fundoy. Yove 12th  Slept 111 10 otclock., After treckufast

epent a chort wulle reacing at the officse  IlTe Jop Ire C. aad I had
lunch carly crnd ezt cut fo; tntoing. It uzs a fine llevexher day, and the
ry with 14s verfed tints ucs never cora beautiful. e proced by

AN

2 nuzier of old chatecaux on the way, 21l mzgnificently sfitucted.

At inteing we feund tl2 280 refu

s - types of el) scris =
gothiered zround Lng tebles in a larga h o)

"ere they had juszt finicked

/dlf.f;:.-sr
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dinner. Ir. Jansen gave a shert specch of aggurance, which started

words from several of tha French pregent - and we firzlly left the room

in 8 semi-upset state., The French refupecs dexand thelr "coffee” and

1 france. a d2ye Ag the former is ncw {2.00 a psond, and Fngland is
unirilling to let us import 4t into the Tournsi étappen = it will be

- necescary %o get aleag withoat this lwury for a wnile. The President

of the C.L. tock us to his bhoxe &nd opcned a tottle of champagne. Yre C.,
&8 well as I, s on the W.i. ncwe :

from intoing went via Eruyelles znd Jollain %o ilez~Felvain,

Specnt a pleasant hour there with the two Counts de Chastel, the
Countess, and tha Frincess cde Croy. They zre very hospitzble pesopley
spsaldng Eaglish well as Cerman and most of the other rocdern tongnese
The father, an elderly man, had tesen in tha diplomatic circles of all the
countries of Furcps - and has now settled down on a beautiful estate, as
burgecrzster of his 1ittls village,- R

Returning the S mi. to Tournal on foot, we incidentally worked
up an appstite, which was satisfied by a luxurious supper of two egrs a
plece and tuo lozves of "white™ bread purchased specially for the occasion.
Snent the-evening at Crunellets.

I‘ondeye Spznt nearly the whole day at the offices Yoda a
rcund with ¥illis in the rorning. e selected the house where we are
to live and are hoving the electric currcnt instzlled.

, o Leach ret?d Srom Brussels In the sftermoon. He g2lso czra
to the houcs after supper end vwe spent the evening with irs. Lambert, and
}re & lire. T2 Geynst, ' : -

Tuesdzy. Lieut. ¥illis told me this a.m. thzt I could continua
to stay =t kr. Costalgneste.  Ye, )r, J. &nd !re Ce tada a trip in the
rachine in the moraing to straighien out a refractery commumme which had
not given a satisfactory ueleome to the refupces.

Lt the office 3ll dayes Lfizr zuppir I're Ce end I tosk a valk =
vielting Judge Vintelnan and winding up ot De Ceynectts.e  Vere stooped on
the vay homa for being ocut after § otelock by a Gsrrmaa peadarma who finzlly
let ve oo :

viedneeday., - Busy at the offlece =1l dezys An cnginesof ths
conmines at laws, udo 48 among the refupces, told vs the siory of their
7 renthas living 4n the cellars at Leus. Cormunications wers racde behicen
the houseg and with an extensive eystem of usdargrowmd treackes - used by
gsolcdiers and ishabitants alike - they lived 4in 2 snbierraneea city.

Went to Jlount St. fubert with 1illis lzia 4n the aifiemocn.
Ssturned for cinnsr zt me. Trocouctte,

f Jos -

Thirsday. Yeve 180 0 Left for Crucccls on the § 2.m. treine

s

wWlth a bad enpine we weru S howrs in miking the trip wiich ceezlly

/requircs
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requires 2 hourse Found a fins picture of Teddy and Ann in ry box
at Drussels. Spent tha aftermocn at the offica - zttended meeting of
the head delegates. Tournal's foed portica = for imported goods ~ is
to be incressed 25%. Our free nSoupes® ars to have zn advantage of

50%. Coffec and soap - the two moat sought-after articles - are ¢o

arriva next ronth,

went out ‘to tea et 11le. Pirct's with richardsone Stoppsd in
for a few minutes aftervards at Eranfautge In ths evening gauw the
Yollers Pleyers,

Fridaye. ent to Mons in auto with Cade, arcinst a ccld cutiing
vind 211 the waye The town 4s rather dcunczst todaye Yestercey 1ts
7,200 ren were rurchcd en cacse to a point outside of the town - and 680
were cdesigosted as workmen for the suthorities. Tuck and Cade did theip
best to szve the 175 mea ccnnected with the Ravitaillement, but lozt 12.

Hzd dinner at Hueptrent's. Miss H. Sust returned from 8 & wecks
stay at Liegs. PReturned to Bruscels in tke afteracon with Csce. -Had
supper at ¥r3. Turncr's. [e Cruchy and I went to the loliecre uhicre
nrntoinctte® was very vell produaced.

Saturdsy. Spent a part of the corning et the C.P.Be Eruscsls
dock ofiice - wkere ths focod barges which come from Holl=nd by cznzl ere
¢ischarpede At the C.E.B. offices sost of ths afteracens  villizms,
Thirzaite and I had suppsr topethere Aftsrwards, v=ge. and I scw the
nYeuve Joyecuse™ with Angele Vaa Loo.

mdsy} Bruscels is very ruch stirred over the requisiticns
of Sclpizn worzrcon vwhéch £3 to cormcnee kere tororrew rorninge

The burgorasters of the comrunes roking up the towma are clesely
cearded and cannot lca*.'e their cormumese Fevolutfon 2Ty pamnhlets are
Lecing circulated, but the cslz level=headed pecple hope to evoid say such

GZSSUTesB. : - :

Spent the moraing at the C.2.B. Brusezls offfce. Took the
aftcrmoen irzin to Tournzd. ent the evening 2t Do Ceynsites icturs
of Teddy and Lm haled here, aS wll es els:‘dn.r‘, vith great interect.

oaday. Busy £t the cffice all cday long. Tented thres beozts
tnis r.:rnmg for “or cur c:::l ccr'vica - gfter criv‘ing a& bargain with Fatoer
Plzcquet of Pfronnes. Spznt the e»cning reacing up past docurznis of
the war - chicfly ‘Lhc cc pf.c of the Townal papsr publiched at the bopinning
of the war.

“te lccal nevcpsper was publicshed v ‘ov..t interruption throuch ¢
2lth of rupuet, vhen the Cerszon forccs entered Townsl. Tt was thon
surpresszd for a weeke Cn ‘L’;r: p rtu'-c ol t“a Ccr"' ng - vho cuntinusd
thelr cdvanc: i

/Catcobe



October Yst, At this tims the town was def{initely taken over ty the
Ger=an suthorities, znd the paders permanently supressed. 211 the
newspepers now published in Belplum are under Cercman censure znd ecition, -
and concequently relzte only the news =nd the vieus reflected by the
occupying autheorities.

Tuegdsys. Nove 2. Yorning epent at the office. ilent with
Fadame Tumnon, President of the Hilk COrpaniczation for the Chil ren of
the regfon, to exdlain to iieut. Willis the plan of exempting frem
requisition the cous furnishing children's milk,

Eckstein, Lhe new delegpate %0 replace Ire. Leach at Lille,
arrived toda;. Had clpner with 3. C., I're J. and lr. Marcelle Cecrbonelle
at Victor Czrbepellels, Zeturned to the office at 9 and wrote until
10.30.

wednesday. i worked until 11 e.m. Mr. Copy ITe Jey 1T Le JTue
and I vent to velaines. Had dirner znd spent a very interecsting afterncon
at the ccuntry houce of jir. de la Croix d'4gimonts e are acw rcduced to
8 reat ration of 100 g. - enougrh for cne meal per weceke The dinner was
consequéntly - chicken, rebbit, pheasant. Cur kosts are one of the
cldest farmilies In Zelgiua - the precence of the Count e Launoy also toned
up the gpatherinpe The Leouse is surrounced by a beautiful grounds of
25 acrcs - &s ue re tour cf the prepsrty, wild pheasants, which are
In zbundence here, started us several times. The dliginmonts lost their
uinter hone and cksteaun zt Louvein, a loss of 700,000 francse They hzve
a sen at the frint, Their house is surcharged with patriotiem, Eelgilen
znd Lrerican colours everywhere, end a dozen of tha srmerican flour sacks
exbroidered and done into various forms by ille.

n e+ O

Returning ne rzde 3 1/2 nmilee on fcot, rested an hour at an inn
and tcok the train to Tournel. Tcksiedin and Lesch drooped in for supper
&ad speat thke everning 2zt iT. C!'s with Il'rs. Lzmbert and the Pe Geynstls.

Thursday. ove. 22,  Cpeat the corning at the offfce. Left
train, ine etatien was filled with ecldiers who

ES

(S

descoended mo i rcop trzin bound for Lilles Ae their trein
of 32 cars pulled ~ with men cheering and vwhistling = ens could net help
but think how r=ny woulé core tzck cver that eare rozd,

Spent a bucy eficrnoca at ke C.R.B. offices st Bruscelss Found
letters from rother, father, and Zrn.  Hed supper in the evening with
Cswornz, rrown, Sirsson and Fichardscn. Bruscels i3 a rather dull plsca
at precents  ID:czuse of patriotic celetrations et St. Cudule anéd the
other churches, aud affrents to Cerrian scldlers rade on ths ccezsica of
ting Alrertts tirthday - levermber 15th - 21l stores in Bruscels nust be
clcsed at 7, znd everyoze %n his house at 7.30. During th2 evening
two Zepgclins, uhich we could plafnly hezr Bt not sce on ascczunt
of the dariners, zarced low cver the toim.

Iricsy. izde up a Chrlrivis poctare 4o read hcts.

/Ftr;ichtcned
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Strziphtencd out severzl matters at the Draossels officcs Aftcr luach
I left for Tournzi on the 3 o'clock trzin., Came down with Mr. Jeuwet
of Flobecq and the Earon du Sart of Cra

Tock a Trench lsesson at Ir. Crunelle's 4n the cveninge
Returned to tha office wmtil 11.30. :

Saturday. Dey of our bi-icekly cceting of the C.L, cclegaten.
A1) vere Yer} enthusiastic over the news of the arrivel of 50,000 lbs. of

coffea (now §{2 a pound on the nzrret) zt 20 £ a pound, zad 52,000 1ts. of
504aPe

¥r. Dezunck cams over froa Mons o tzle up scversal ratters,
and had lunch with us. [Keeting of ihe inspecters 4in the afternocn.
Busy at the offfce until 7 o'clock. Srent the evening reading the
#Conventions of the Hague.

Sunday. The Cerzan victories 4n Roumania are the talk of
the roment.  Cannonading aloag the Somme and Lille fronts very Leavy
all lzst night. Spent the dsy vriting and rcadings Afternoon with
yillis,

ondzye. Spent the morning at the office. In the zfternoon,
Licut. Wi111s, the Count Schrettoz and I r=ds a trip. Visited the '
interesting costle at Lntolng - forrerly the hoce of the Prince de Ligne,
and now a religlous school. Afterwards went to Fontency - the scene
of the battle between the Inglich and the french -« Irich 4n - .
Continued on to Tareulain to investigate complzaints of ireatment glven
ths french refugees. L ‘

st Fopurzlles we stopphd a feu minutes at ¥r. Lefe ntnine's horme.
Visited the cor~~1c_1t at Velaines, and then rcturned to Tournzi.

}¥re & Irse s Ceynst dropped in during the cvening for &a hour.

Teeedsy. YMoverber 28th.  Ieft Tournzai $in the nmzchin: zt 8.0 -~
a uet fc{fy rur:inr. icat to Reubsix (Frence) with Lieut. yillis, and
there vicited the Yzyor end the Prceicent of the Davitzilicreat. The
hzve the rost .,c:l store I heve ceen, for the cdistrituticn of the fim:rican
productiss Continued en throuch Tourcolng - a dreary, clescly populzted,

ra:uzac»u;inc 23strfct (hoss present incduztirles axe a1l ctopred) to
Veruicke Tureugh this rogicn ths ferming and 211 gerncral verk 1s dons
by Cerzmzn soléicrs vho superintend French vorkrzoae

Veriick, situated 6 niles from the front, was filled with
tolcfers and officers = mia rostly 4n temporary retiremcnt fron the
e ret coveral offdcers who speka Englich and 4014 diffcrent
etorices Oneg, Just bock from the Peronnss-Zapauns front,
g ,nbl*ch offensive hes been taking plzee had toen &n obzerver
ceple~chleney a part of which wes ghot cuzy Ly on Inglich

“
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Lieut, 1'31114s? ccuzdn who asrrived from a 4rip to tha front
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st noon reported things s quiet except for machins-gun fire. Hs

invited us to luncheon at ths German officers! quarters. Verwick is
vigited regularly by the allied aviators who try to cestroy the bridges
along the River Lys. Fortunately the weather was vexry foggy so that

the town was not favoured with a visit while wo wers theres In case of
bonbardoent or serial sttack, the soldiers and inhabitants teke to the
bsscrentss At the door of cach house having a "cave® 15 a avall red flag
and a eign indicating the nurbter of people it can contein,

¥illis’? cousin returned with us to Tournei in the machine.
Spent the afternoon on different matters at the office. leach and Fcketeln
had supper with vs at Mre. C's - and we all went to De Geynst's to spend
the eveninge v _

?.ecre*day " Busy at the office all day. Lzte in the afternoon
Mr. Defossez brought in 17,000 francs in "bens" (papsr roney) eéxchanged for
the French refugees. I picked out a number of interesting varietles.
Cune beck to the ofi‘ice after suppsr to finish reports for Bruscels - worked
till 11.

Thursdcyee "hc.n"sy*ving Dzy. HNove 30s Went to Erussels in

the rschine in the morning with Ickstein and Lieut, willis. The Hainsut

roup = Masson, De lunck, Huepgens, and the celegates - bad their picture
t*_lxcn togeth=; at Bouts's. Afterverds we had lunch &t the Tzaverne Royzle.

Epent the zftefncon arn:xging differevt ratters at the C.R.B.
offices In the evening, &s Tuck's guzsits we had a big Hainzut dinner at
the home of IT. Cregory, the director. ¥re Czstaigne was on hand, baving
obtzincd & passport to coma to Brusselsy I tock him and two other Eelgian
tentleren home afterverds in a rachine, ocn account of. the 7.30 closing rule
now in force in Brussels. _

Fridays, To lMons on ths § otclock trein with Gregory and
}re Huspgense Kot being sble to teke part in the meeting of the Provincial
Commitlee at lons - after an orcer just received - I spent the morning at
the establishrznt which keeps the records of 211 the Belgian soldiers at
the Hainaut &t the front, wounded, or transported in Germany as priscners.
Was thowm the system from beginning to end -~ the preparation of the packets
of food &nd clothing sent to the priscrers in Cerzsny, the card-index gystems,
etce At present they fipure that there ere 0,000 Delgizns, priscners
of war, in Germany, 33,000 in Eollend; 17,000 lost at the frontj end
250,0C0 nov in the active ferces. The offices had on the side the mest
corplete extiicition of Americen flouwr cacks = 820 varieties - in Belgium,
including egeverel kinds froz Cols. - one even mentioning the Liewe-Tires

fund. Ioft 25 frzacs of father's fund to send psckets to soldiers who
hzd no relstives to hslp then.

Lianch gt Hueprene. ° Spent the afizrnoon at the i‘ons office.
Lzte in the &aftemcon, Crepory, Cade ard I returned to Erucsels in ths
rachine.s Ead supper with Creen &nd Jackssn, and spent ke ever.-ing with
CC—EC".. v

fzturdzye  Spent the roming st the Frusezls C.T .B office.

/'.'.'ent '



vent to intwerp in the afternoon and after stopping @ fow hours 4n town
went on to Mre Bunce's homs at Fop Econ where Y had been dnvited to spend
fundsy. Found Dog. Lcach thers aad met the three Misses LDanre, Hiss

and ¥, Larcher and ¥r. Bungs. The Buagc's keep eteady cpen house for
the /mericans =~ they have a beautiful country boze with elcvator and '
plentiful accomzodations. Ths house cverlocke g beoutiful dittle loke
and is surromnded ty 150 accs of woods and farzinp lsnde, The property -
48 near ths Lutch frontier and one sids i conpletely occupied by trenches
constracted at tho bepinning of the war and now occupisd by thes Germans.

Ye spcnt & quiet and intercsting evening together. The femily,
thought of the wealthiest 4n Eelgium, are the most simple and hospitsbls -
pecple you would went to mect. Ve tried out the girls on the Fcxperiencs
des cheveux", &nd it worked to psrfection. Pleyed ny first paze of
billinrda uit.h P'.r. B.nge against !:oc. Leach and I:S.es Bunee, which we won.

R °nnday. Had a late break*a-t. The younger folks all started
OLt on foot ot 10 otclock: for a picniec at Cslixberg, a second home of
¥r. Bunge's, 12 km. avaye Wc made part of the way on foot, the rest cn
tras - passing ¥r. £'6 fanous stables of the 100 cows Smportied froz Holland.
These were brought in by r. BPunre to furnich free milk for the poor
children and for the hcsoitals of Antwerp.

Hsd & Iine lunch et Cauxbcrﬂg efteruards ¥re. B, ghcwed us
through the home. FHe has & rcom filled vith collections fron ths Ielgie.n
Congo,-where he has large rubber h'«ldﬁ_'ws.

Teturned to '{op Boon by tram. Duri.ng the evening Doc. L. and I
pulled oi‘t ecveral of our cocbination tric::a lezarmed at Touraal.

toncaye Up at 8 a.me After en early breszkfest cnd szying
gocd=bye to the girle, I left for fntwerp in the rechine with Mr. Bunge.
Ve continued cn to Bruspgels by treine !r. E. - a millionaire many tincs
over - follouwlng the Belpian custom macde the trip in a stuffy, pacied
3rd class care e said pood=bys at ths Gare du lord.

€pznt the mming at the C.®.B., olifices. Lt noom Willis,
C.ym end I hed dinner together at the 'iave“.s ficyalee Ths chiefl neus
of 4nterest &8 the lerge green posters announcing ths Cerzzn victory
i{n Toumznis - cnd pro=laizming the rin;ing of Cerzan bells the ripht of
Lecerber Lth throuphout Cerzanye Belgiua has elso refused to poy the
increseed war tzx of 50,000,000 frzncs per month, and considerzbls interest
is manifested 25 to the result of this step.

Lieut. : :illds end I ata*tcd back to Tournai at 2 o'clock. Stepped
a few rinutes st Eal to visit the interesting old Church. Plcked up
12 c¢ozen eprcB &t leuza. TFeached Tournal at 5 c'clock. Spent the afierncon
&t the cffice end retwmed arsin after supper vatil 12 o'clocke Took off
a2 ka2lf hour to hear the Cerman Fhilharoonic Orcheetra of Lille. It was
rcally excellent - composed eatirely of esldicre, rzny of whoa (wila thedr
tlzck and ehite ritbton) were mea bsck from the trenchee.
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T ssdav. Spent the day at the offica. | Fckstein ret'd from Brussels
T in the afteraocon. Had supper with us, and aftierwards hg, Ir. C.,
17 Junson and I played "Auction®,

. Wednesdaye Dece 6 This is St KRicholas Tay - the day of Santa
Clzus (uwho accerding to thzir trzdition comes on a donkey) for Eelgizn
children. Wes very basy at ths office all day long, working out princirzlly
the cetails of the distribution of the 1 1/2 nillion dollar monthly import
of ¢ift foed to ts used for free meals,

To cclebrate Ste Nicholazs Day each boy and girl in the region
ived a roll - »Coque de Ldel"™ - rade of whita flours In the evening
ent &n hour at Crunellcfse. '

Bucharest is capturedl This is the most sensatlonal war neus
since several monthse Ths Cerman soldiers on reczipt of the ncws at
8 otclock this evening overcome with joy rang the tells of ths Toumal
Cathedral end of all the other churches foraa hour.

Thursccye. Took the § 2.me train to Erusecsls. Spent the
zfternoon 2t rzetings aad C.R.B. cffica. Had dinner at Mrs. Turner's.
D3 Cruchy &nd I took a long walk tkrough town afteruard - the sirsels of
Braczels, still uader the 7.30 tzn, were entirely decerted except for
Celgiza gendarmes end Cernzan soldiers, Stepred in later in the evening

Hond

et a friend's of I3 Gruchy, and heard sone very gocd cello music.

Fricay. D:c. Sth. Sterted for Yons from Brussels in the Overland

vith CrepoTy =t f.L5. e set the ~pace for Tuck and Cade in the new
rPipe" 21l tha uzay.

;

At Yons atlended rzeting of "Soupes™ Committee, had lunch with
the Previneisl Committee gdven by Yr. De Munck, spent the zf{srnoon =zt
the C.2.B, offices, end left for Teurnai by the 6 ofclock train. Had tca
at Hugy PEENSe

Fazched Tournai at 7.40.  After supper, spent the evening st the

Saturczy. A busy dzy. zeting of feglenal Commnltice $n the

: ] Te Dciontaing had dinner with us. Occupied 211
a cf the "Fouzcs" - rreting of "Scupes® Comtitize
1 LS? C»/ASQ
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iient to Te Geynst's fer the evening.

v undaye  Spent ncarly the whole day uriting - work on the
‘Solepetes Culden. Hed suppcr and spz nt the cvening at De Goynstts. ent to
ricyenncs in the roming for childrenl's Cairés t“"s Brzercicech,

onfaye I start fn thds roiadep 2 6 days trisl of the food

/onich



which is furnished to the poor by the C.R.B. The allowance for the ueeck ist
Sibs, bread, 1/2 1b. rice, 1/k 1lb. peas, /L beans, 1/; 1b. lard, 1/k bacon.
7o this is added 3 oz. of meat for the week, frece soup each noon froa the
rSoupe Populaire® and a daily mid-dsy vepetable dieh, costing 3 £. The
nEecours” (public aid) rives 50 £ for the six days and bread free. of

this I uce 20 £ to pay for the C.R.Be goods, L £ to buy L 1bs. of potatoes,
20 £ for a larpe Sar of jem, leaving 6 £ for miscelleneous expences.

Laving enjcyed the best that Lelgian hospitality uwp to this
t4me could afford - which 18 scmcwhat tetter than cne $s used to even in
anerica - I decided to make this icst in order to be able to Jucre &t
fdrst hand whether the more destitute cf the population actually receive
enough to sustain them.

‘rirst day's menut

Breakfsst - grey bread and Jelly. o
Lunch - Soup, and a d¢ish of rice prepared with 1/2 oz. of bacen. Eread.
Supper - Breads % warm cish of rice end potatoes.,

-~ went to Crunelleta for the eveninge ¥re Crunells and T vieited
a £riend who wes 4n close touch with the 500 Russian prisconcrs who had
Just arrived snd are working on the railroad. Contrary to false stories
which run through the town, the ren are well trested, ond their fcod

(shile perhaps not sufficient) is of exactly.the sang quality and guantity
as that served te the Cerzan scldi;rs who are with then. o

Tuesdsey. Dusy st the office 8ll day. 1lieut. i/illis just
got back from scedbupge uhore e has made an undersea trip in a subzarine.
In the evening .111lis, the Count Schruettove and I went tc sce the Vicnna
"Dallct® at the Tcurnai Cpera Youse. The house wes pzeled with scléiers °
and officers - bill fairly poode Lieut. Viillie has just received ihe
news of the Eeiser's offer to ciscuss psace = cne of the rost interesting

morcats of the war to dates Stopped in st De Ceynstts on the uay herme 4o
tell tke~ the news; and spent an hour there.

, Lcdnesdeys At the office a1l deye Eckstein arrived froa
Prusgels in the mominge The guesiion of milk for the children cf Touwrnal
we have finally bteen able to accomplish with the Cernzn authorities.

icksteln had suprer with us in the evening, after which we
edjourned to De Ceynst's for an hour of "iuction®. Feturrned i{¢ the office
&nd wrote ustil 11, A1l polnp wcll on the third cay of the feod try-out,

Thursday. Lececzber llth EBusy et the office 2ll da

- L live
r;»ceting of the Refionsl Lelecates over the cuestion of “Soupe g:mulaix‘es“?
sfter supper, !ckstein, . Cep, 2nd I went to the Ciners (:ovint. pictures),

rriday. At the office until 7 p.rm,

the evening STIC Ceynstis. I’re Csetadpne and I spent

/Saturday



caturdey. In the afternoon Mre De Ceynst fock me to sse the Publie Tcth
Toticolishrents Afterward we visited the Tournzil Theatre where he chowed
ra the systen of cperatien of the electric and scenic effects.

In the evening !r. & Mrs. Ds Ceynst drepped in for a gans of
rauction™s.  Wrots at the offics eftervards uatil 12.

Sunday. Iccerter 17. €lcpt lztes Spent the rorning writlng
at the office. Ir. Custaigne and I had lunch at the Cathedral Hotel,

fpent the latter part cf the sftcrnoon and hed supper at Mre.
lzcszritse  ire Co Mre Jo 2nd the De C. wers there.

tondays. Made a tour of ccoruncs in the mechine with Lieut.
willis during tbe morning - Eruyelles, Dleharies znd vez, At the last
place we rmet the Count de Chastel vho shouwed us a macssive and intercsting
0)d cozch in which his grandfather had made his wedding trip.

Spent the afternoon and part of the evening at the office.

Tueedays  Esde a tour in the machine to Fscanaffles and Velalnes
to lock affer the rrench refurees and make srrangerents ‘or cshipping the
rCoutte ce Lzit" nmilk to Potrnzde

ire Janson left for Brucssels iodzy, to be done 16 days. The

cr”cq along the Lille-Ypres {r nt are tepinning to =t in action agalng
iring s heavy every day. There &s considerabls excitenment in the air

Loun the French atisck at Verdun, and capture of 10,70 prisonzrs.

Icistedin rettd in the sftermoon. larig ¥r. C's servent, teing
cuay, rchstedn, Ire Co and I cooked cur own supper - not zchicving any
rcrarreble successe De Ceynst Crepped 4n and we had a pane of Zucticn.
Lt the office eftersardg till 12.

Vednesday. Deceenhsr 20, ;rc e at S 30. Teok the 6.20 train
to tth with fr. silocorte  Had breakfast his sisterts houre :nd then
centinued en to lons sttenced the reeting cf Inspsctiors st}

It ]

£t 10 ofcleck Cace, Grepory znd I left for Peruuclze Hezd lunch
Ea:ie with ire Tzuginese I crorsed the €tsppea line on foot, @nd returned
T e e ts

iztedn hnd cunpir with us znd we tock a welk efterecrds

wnursdoys ILice 21 (Fhortest day in ihe year). Yook tha
fotclock treinm to Liuzrcle.  Hed luwich et ihe €.2.2. cIIKCGs, atiended
he tuo meetinpsr, 2nd strcirhitened cut verious ocvesticns.  Made a r:und
of cxils in tecun late 4n thie afiernosn, Ead dfnn:r with Cuyna at !
Hearstts, and epint the ovening thares  Fecause of itz zc;r;i" cf ccal
All czfds and theztriz Live to bo clescd ond Mhts cut et G cteléc '
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Theatres start at 6 insiczd of 8 4n the cvenings Tuck, the firet of
the ilzinaut delepates, left for I'ngland todaye.

Friday. ‘Went to i‘cns on the train lcavinp Erussels at € o'cleck,
end which ¥as L 1/2 hours late at destination. I%t Liecut. willls after
the reeting of the Provinecial Comnittee - invited him end Ton C. to lunch.
Took tca afterdards at Huepyens. Spent an hour at the llons office, end
then started back for Tomnal at 3 c'clock with Lieut. willls znd
}r. Castalgne,

Weathsr very fing for the tonth of Tecerber - we nade the
59 km. in an hour and a hsalf,

Spent the evening at Ds Ceynst!se The cannonade along the
Ypres {ront was very heavye Toward 10 o'clock, oa leaving De G'e, we
heard the nolse of aeroplanes passing cver the town in the dark. A second
passage of planes toock place about 1l o'clock.

Saturday. The usual busy dezy. Teunicn of Regional Lelegates
in the morning and of the Inspectors in the afternocn. Ia the moming
I vent with !r. Lo Ceynst ¢o the Cemp of the Russian Prisoners, statloned
at Tournsi and worxing on the railrcad. s were very well received by
the Germsn officzr 4n charpes who showed us through tha Cazpe The man
are 21l lodgaed in onse large hall, each cne wlith a strav mattress and his
woollen blazntet, In the kitchen we sau the Rucsfans prepsring lunch,
three huge kettlcs of a thick scupe To an cld Russien soldier pottlering
around in the j;ard, . Dz C. gave a ceck of ucsed playing cardse The
ol man while unzble to expdrees his thanks seered to be very much pleased
vith the gift. From generzl revoris the commanding Cerman officer takes
the best czre rossibles of his priscners with the rzans at his dispoeal,
Cermsn soldfers end Russian prisoners slcep end cat under the same cenditions.
Iate in the afternocon ILeut. Willds z2nd I rscds a trip to
Courain-famceroix to investipats the requisitfon of certain buildings
ezployed by the "Soupes? vhere the suthorities wished to guarter soldfers.

Plens which I had rsde for a trip to Z:erlin f=
irformed me that T would only bs alloued o po, 4f accon
Tz G« cropped in to epend the eveninge.

fundaye Rcee late, znd spzant the rorning writing. The
requicition of vworimen has started apeine Lt noca a 4rzin of four cars
fi11ed with civildians arrived from Plandain. 45 4t pacred throush toun
ths roa 2ll waved from the cer windows, ond song thae Mifarsefllcisc? end
MErabanl Seng"s  TFrom the stetion they were rzrched 4o the Czcerne.

‘omen kisced thelr husbands pcod-bye, and the nen staricd off pcacefelly
with thefr larpe packs of food znd clothing on thelr Sscke. {hore zre now

23 priscnzrs at the Caserme, and 1700 ere to lcave Tcurnal Tuceday coraingr.

-

Cozat part of the zftcrncen at Fe ©'s. e C. rccelves
Vsl . Lol R LI ™.
of ’Te LZrocquet's ceath &t Ferls ~ the father of fermily T Imcw be

- .o
AN news
LT0,



wrote at the ofﬁce all evening.

honday. Dec. 25ﬂ1. Chr‘a'm.s Lay and 6,000 wiles fron homel
Christnas Is very 1ittle celebrated by the Belgian people.  Their
ft. licholas - the 6th of December = corresponds more to our Christmas.
For the Cermang, however, it is the preatest fete of the year - two cays
being sst aside for its celebration.

My chief gift came in the form of a s:.-all loaf of white bread
tiven to each one of the 500 prisoners at the Russian camp as well as to
the Cerman soldfers who are with theme 1. De Ceynst and I went to the
Camp in the morning and saw the men eating their nocn=day porridge of
rice =nd mecat. Kone of the priscners spoke French, but several who
talked Cerman told us that they were now comencing their third year of
confinement. S

. horked at the office a part of the afternoon. Went to
}‘t. St. Aubert with Willle, and we had coffee at l:e. Pottisu's. Fsr from
being a Christrmas of "Peace on Farth - Cood Will to len", the cannonading
throughout the efterncon snd evening was unprecedentede.

" In the evening we had a Christmes dinner at l're C's - l:ze. ."Lambert,
re & txrse De G. present. Played aucticn afterwsrd.

Tuesdaye. Busy st the office 8ll doy. Coononading steady end
very hszvy througchout the daye.

wedneeday. Decerber 27. ILieut. ¥illis and I started for
Crussels 4n ths machine at T«30s Yr. Cestadgne rode with us 2s far as Ath.
At Erussels I bade grod~bye to willis who Ss going home for a ueez.'e visit
with his family at Liepzig. :

cpent the day on different ratters at the C.P.B. office and
cempleted the Manuzl of Informatica for C.R.B, Representatives.

went out to see Hr. Janson in the afternocen, Had supper at
the house =~ Uarnix, with severzl of the boys. V¢ epent the evening
rezding a fresh tatch of liew York ne.:spapers and marzeinzg vhich had just
arrived at the Lrerican legation.

Tnurgézye = Attended the rceting of the Comité ’ational in the
morning, 2nd there met Mr. Bunge, }r. Jznscn and Fre Branfaute An
appreciation of !r, Pulle, the C.R.B. Secy. of paseports who dled ;estergax,
was read;by ths V-P of the C.W. At the occesica of the Kew Yesr the C.Y.

thanked the C.R.B. for the work which it has czrried cn in Belgium up to
the present tice.

kiter lunch at the Iirector's home znd the C.P.B, ceeting 4n the

/efterncon
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aftcrnoon T went to Hasselt with l'averick in his machine. Had supper

there with the farily with whom he is staying snd we played *Auction®

aftervards. Maverick and I dropped in for a few moments on the "Cercls Literaire
and there met ¥r. Castaipne, brother of my friend at Tournal. . .

Hasselt is a quiet provincisl town of 15,000 - chiefly fared
in the eyes of the resident C.R.B delegates for its gttractive ycmg ladies.
¥y stay being & short one. I did ndt have tine %o examine the situation
very carefully in this respect.

Friday. Had breakfast with laverick. I went aftervards to
visit ¥r. & I'rs. Castaigne.  They lost their cnly son, a boy of 19, at
the front two months apo end are very much broken up over the fact. lr. C.
wes tressurer of the Province until recently and has the most beautiful
home at Hesselt. It is furnished with elegant Persian tapestries end
other oricntal objects which Mr. Castaigne secured while the representative
of the Belglan Government in Persia scme years ago. lre Co is very genial
and hospiteble, much like his brother in many wayse .

tfter teking a welk through the town and visiting the C.R.B.
offices I returned to Brusscls in the afternocn by train, via Landen.
Spent the balance of the aft. at the C.R.B. offices. Ead suppcr at the
Teverne hoyale znd went to the "Theatre de la lonnial® aftersardse The
piece was an Interesting comsdy %The Han who larried a liute Wife®s The
theatresnow all start at 6 end 6.30. At 9 o'clock all theatres, czfés and
stores muct be closeds This is done to Ezve use of electricity; cosal at
the present tirce being very scarce &t Brussels. :

Seturday - Went to the Vernutlungstelle with lr, Cregory (the
director and Cray. Nr. Bruhn, the officsr in cherge, assured us that ths
changes regarcing the Mons militery €taps would in no way interfere with
the work of ravitaillerment by the C.R.B. in this district. The horse :
question was also broucht up but not definitely settled. The C.R.B wishes
to buy 2,500 or 3,000 horses to transport food vagene in EBelpiua, vith
the underztanding that thece horses shall be exempt fronm rilitary requisitien.

&t 11 ctclock all of the C.R,B. msn went to Bulle's funeral.
It was a very impressive cerericny attended by all the diplemste at Brussels
as vell as by the high Cerman officers - since Bulle had been ecnected with
the lexican entassy. Good-natured ead kindly, he vas one of the rost
beloved members of the C.B.Be The apoplectic stroke which caused his

death - the first misfortune $n Eclriun to occar to 8 C.,2.Be 33 = w2
crest shock to us ell. ¢ ReBe £E = was A

Spent 2 pzrt of the afterncon at the C.R.B. offices. On goin
to the station to take the 3 o'clock trzin for Tournéi, I lcarned thgt tfe

line was uncer water near leuze &nd that gll service o iy
° % P : o for the dey v (3 zd.
'ent to the Palzace Jotel for the night. y wee wpp-d

c » N ]
fundzy. Left Bruseels st 7 a.ne for Tourrnzi +via the Tlzncers,
—

Cn account of Lezvy raine, tre cowniry 2e uwader water in many. places. I

[tzck ihe
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took tha trazin to Lille znd found there that it wculd be necessary to
roturn to Monscron, znd transfer to Tournai et this pcint.  Durdng two
hours wait at Lflle I visited the interesting "Flace de la Republiqus”
and Csint Sasuveur, the zecilion destroyed by the great explosion of 1¢19.

- ‘Reached Tournal via Ilonseren, at 3.37. Spent a part of the
aft. at the office and went afterwards to visit Crunelle's. In the evening
urs, Lanbert, Mr..& lre. De Ceynst came for supper and ue played TAucticn®.

At 11 o'clock Belgien time, (12 o'clock Cerman tire) the Cermans
creeted the new yesr 1517 with noiey salutese It ie now 12.30 and the
ned year ig well under way. Yoy 1617 see the dzuning ¢f Pcecel

i'cnéay. January lst, 1617. Spent a part of the morning at
the cffice ena exchanged New Yeer's greetings 211 srcund. £t 1D c'clock
Yre. D¢ Ceynst care to ret re and we went together to the rlautourg Yerelle®,
a scction of the town now coipletely under water on scccunt of the heavy
rains. All the inhabitzatls of the querter are living on thelr seccnd
steries. They rccelve bread and coal by means of boats which navigate
through the streets.

-~

¥r. e Geynst end I {ook cne of the toats, !'re Dee Co 28 tcum
engineer teing in charge of the werk, and mace an interesting teour,
Incicentzlly we carried s lozf of bread and Jar cf weter tc an cld la=¢y wko
vas fcclated in a little house in the middle of tke f{leod.

I’e had ew Yeear's dinner at De Ceynstls. ?¥me, Lambert and

. 1're Castalgne being presents Aftersards we started out for a walk. WOyp®,

the fine ccllie of De Gts at an {nopportune moment fell into the canal and
wag trapped betwecen the cecment side~wall end a boat anchercd in the cezral,
In fishing him cut I sorewhat becdraggled ry new overccest tut ezrned the
gratituce of Cuy and Fierre,. ' - :

R ve returned for waf{le cuppsr at D Ceynst's and then went to
the Cinenma, Spent the evening a2t the oifice afteriards.

Y e Tn the
itsd scveral
d until 12,392,

Jeauvary. 2nd  Tuesdzye  Busy at the office 211 &
ftemoon I'me Ce and I hzd our pictura isken together.. Vis
ricnds in the eveninpe I retumed to the olfice and worke

Wecdnesdaye Janusry 30d,. The answer of the £11lied Covermceats
to the Peace lote arrived this rorning. Incicaticns zre that the war will
o coras  Iveryons thourh, Gernans and Eclgians
t pcece will be ceclarcéd before next wintere A
3 Lo return gpsin to the front, comsitted sulcicde on the

zlike, 4s convince
goldicr under cord
street yesterday

) " ni?ifd ~t tho office all rorning. fent %o Yors 4n the efternoo,
gLIND ol r e e e N ey . ) ’
giipring oIl a fou rinutes on the way to sce Mr. Ezugines at Peruselz.
Foont Wie lztier ’

- poirt of the #{ternoon zt the C.2.B. office Zn !'ons

sidics @

-
LR

- 'y e . e NP -
13d dlnmer and soont a ast Cziightlul cvendng at Yieyptren's.

/e 5101k,
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lte. & 1le. Hucptren are dressing a Bslglan 6oll, which ¥r. Cade is
{o teke home to his littls girl,

da Took the moraing train 4o Brussels. A dirmer in
honour of Eﬁc Aucrlcan iinister, Y. \aittoc., wag riven at the C.R.Be
offfccss TFollouing this the rinister pave us a little talk. Spent the
aftcrnoon at the C.R.B. offices..

Had dinner in the evening with Creen, vickes, Erown, Hueber,
Osborn.

Friday. At the C.R.D. DBrussels offices all moming. 1In the
eftﬁrﬂcon Licut. ~illis z2nd I went back to Tournal in the machine.

Saturdey. The usuzl busy day 6£ the Reglonal meeting, ¥Hr.
Cuchatelet, who leost his wife several weeks ago, came to Tournal for the
first tims arnd had lunch with us.

Meeting of the inspscters in the afterncoms De Ceynstls
dropped in for the evening. Feturned to the office afterwards vhere I
read until 1 o'clock. -

C
o

>
V.‘.

2y fcse very late. Spent the afternoon at the office

"] -
CC;*€CILRE prooifs of the "Iclegatete 1z snuel®e  Kr. Castalfne left for
it at Drasscls.

Q

[ ]
s
a two da;st visit =

re,

}Te Jeason zad I had suppzr &nd spent the eveninp at De Geynstts,

e laztest C'-r::an proclamation states that 2ll copper, brass, and pewter
mst te dc lzred for surrcndzr to ths authoriticss Kitchen utensils,
bronce docr

T plates, brass knebs, and carpet fzstenings are included,

I'onday. Jan. 8. Ieft Tournzi with Licut. willis in the rmachine.
\'e macde a tour of ithe j.ons &taps visiting the commandants at Jurbise,
Iense gad Ste Chislaine zte I're Do Munck, Gade and others at l'cnse
Willis and I had lunch st Tey's and then continued to Valenclenncs via
the coczl repion of the Torinspe.

s

“hile Ileut. Uillis was encaged in tabting up ratlers with the

rildtery cuthorities I vicitcd the office of %e freriezn celerate and
afteruards ple¥ed vp a fcu picces of fine Valencienncs lsca. we returned
W Tournal by mzchine after daxi,
e ot e ~ ) v e ~ L

. Tacslay, 100X Ire Cgstaigna to Fecanaffles where he ias to
fhd, - siecaine ha © :
:bvﬁJd a wecainge.  Cn the point of stzrting the butions took a notion to
ourst en bls ¢recc-suit vest cnd fn the resuliing Z:lay, Lieut. hillis
bocema eorzwhat poeved,




the wedding dinner late in the evening. The msz2l consistcd of 16 cources
tiith § different kinds of meat - including lobster and turkeye. ot tad
for a nztion living principally on brezj rice &nd bacon, In the country
districts, thourh, feod is still to ta had - a5 well as for those who zare
gble and willing to pay the prics.

Vednesday. SEpent the whole day at the office preparing reports
for Erussels end taring care of loczl effaire. In the eveaing lr. Cs,
br. J. and Eckstein and I passed an hour at Le Geynst'se. Returned to the
office afterwards and wrote till 1 2,.m.

Thursdaye Took the morning {rain to Brussels. On leaving
Tournai we cass by the 5C0 Russians who arc vorking at different points
along the railroad. Mr. Lellogg wes at Frussels, having come in place of
Kr. Hoover, who is about to leave for Arerica. He brings news of new and
gatisfactory understanding between the Eelgian govt., the Tnglish govt.
and the C.B.B -~ C.Y. i

Aftsr the afternoon wmeeting, Brown and I went to Flle, Piret's for
tea and there met the four nieces. Had supper vith Jackson in the evening.

. Friczys J=a. 12 Spant the morning at Brussels. Tcck a long
welk and visited the Cinjucntenalre Museu?, which contzins a very fins
collsction of antiquities. The rmumties 3,000 years old mzke one think
hew shert 1ife is after 211, &nd that 211 our troubles, no matier how eerlfous
they scem to us now, will be swelloued up and pass into insimificance with
the yesrs to cors.

Visited the "(euvre de Ya Tentelle™ which Pcc:s a larpge number of
Lelplan women employed on lace which 1s e>ported to Inpland and Anerica.
wonderful pleces cf ell kinds, nounting even to L,000 francs the picce,
have tcen rade for royalty of 211 Furcpe heres I sclectcd a modest priced
and appropriate centrz-cloth eventually cdestined as a pift to rmother.

Returnsd to Tournei by the afteroon train znd epent the remainder
of the day at the office.

Catuxdzye. TRose lates At the office all cay
ve had supiir &t ir2e Lentert's and plzyed rrriscenn afl
quietly curing ncst of the daye

¢« In the evening
Eruarcs,. Sncued

Sunday. Jan. 1lLth oze up te find several inches of enow on the
ground, Lt 11 otclock Mre Ce Mre Je &nd X startcé ovt for Popuellees.
i‘zde the trip part wzy ty the little steam tram which chugs aleong 8 ni. an
hour 2ad the rest cn foote Mre & ¥rs. Teicontzireret vws and we had a fine
dirmer st thelr farme  Cur lexurious sprecad reminded re of the daye at
Shonkwilers!  The farrers in Eelpiunm are those vho have felt the war tha
lezst.  Tnzy ency rzat, rmilk and bLuttsr and have zll the procucts of their
e surplus is s0ld at tig profit. ©Price of lzad 18 dGoubled. Thze
d totaced curiqg tre post rear imcde enourh raney fros cns croo o
¥ pey for the lend cn which 4Lt wzg cultivaied.

G oo

-

Ca {o¢ way hene frox Fopuzlles ve steppsd In to wzlt for the



trax at en €steminet (café)e 1%7. C. and I fell to ta2lking of Arericca
custcns and traditicase TLuring hslf an hour the whole roea filled with
simple country peasante, thelr wives and children - listened with adalring
_ ¢yes to the "straanper ® froa the other sice of the worlds ¥re Ce & Fre Jo
told re ctout it afterwards. ' o : S

ronday.- 7. ¥ilmart, Lt. Willis and I went to lens in the
machine for the C.P. meeting. et Cade at Ath and tock him on with us.
riter the mzcting a farewsll lunchecn was given for Cade.

feturned to Tournai in th§ afierncon. Lte ¥illis had quite a
grouch follewing the $ncident of the chezuffeur at Valeaciennes last week
and the latest nole of the Allies stating thpir terms of peace.

Tucsdaye = Spent the day on various ratters at the office.
went to Te Geynst's for the evening. Vhere the two little boys, Cuy and
Plerre, had a £z3ll box wrapped up in tissus papers Inside was a wallet
accompanied by a card "to our dear friend who, to the peril of his life,
has saved our bteloved Cyp" - written out in good Inglish.

wednesdéy.bJan. 17th  Mre WYilmart and I tock the 6 e.m. train
for Yons via Ath.  Tne canncascing was very loud at Ath from the direction
of Couszi. : f . ' o

Took up the fuacticas es hesd provincial delepzate at Yens this .
rmominge Precsiced at the monthly meeting of the LO provincicl inspzectors.
Ezd cinner at Huedicen's and went afterwards to the Dock offices Mre VTon
chl, the fererman in charge, told us of the events cdurlng the carly deys
cf the C.n.Bs = of jlurcdcek, his rermzriieble houscheld, znd lazvish pencrosity
and of the vircious regise of nobincon Sxith, with his curlous s:dtem of
yellow cards,

I ez to live at I're !zescn's.  Had sapper there this evening”
and ax very comfortcbly szttled,

Thurecay. Mzdo the weekly trip to 3russelse On the o

sicacdily 211l cay.

iridaye Took the carly woraing train to Mons. Tock part in
the rmeeting of the Provincizl Committes, EBusy at the offfce all eftern-on,
end tock the evening train to Tournal, Iroppzd in et !re Casteipns's
at £.32. and feund 2 pentlemza there who spoke English and had been in
Lenver ssveral yezrs 2g0.

weat over affairs at the Tournsf offfce, &ad rollzd in early.,
faturdaye.. The buey cay &t Tournzi.  Tock part in neetings of
i 1o Se

-
At

&5 .

e Ce2e &na ol lne Nzplionzl iuspector

we goint the evending ot Te Ceynstite.

L .. 2% I -
C=TGEY e vCle ¢ LEX :

o ICre latle #nd gxnt a zirt of the rorning
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¥ad clnner at Vaulx at the home of the burgerzster, Hr. Thorne, with

Ir. Jenson, tre C., !Mr. Carbonelle, ¥r. & !re. Wiktaut and a Folich Count.
The chiecf subject of ccnversatfon everywhere ieg the ravitaillement - ‘sozp,
condenced milk, peas, beuns, and salted herrings - even in the salons of
hichest socletys All of the womzn in all CloS"CS are interested in and
serve cally at children's charity sworks etcs

Ye returned homs en fcot a2lcnp the caznzl, and after suppzr went
to Le Ceynst's to epend the evening. -

Yonday. Rolled cut carly and tecokx the 3.30 2.me irzin f“om
Tournal to licns., Spent a very busy at the officee Fcketein came dom
from Srussels to talk over the vork of the Towmnal office unich he i3 to
toke ncwe Ve had dinner at Pessents. Eck. left for Tournal cn
the evening train and I 10lled in early afler suppsr.

fuesday. In the new ions étapa region we are no longer allowed

to use our C.R.RB» machine withcut telng in the corpany of a German officer.
Ls Vvillis is still at Tournei we therefore have to mzle our trips cn
vicinal znd by foot. }r. ijicol, the chief provincial inspector, and I

started out at 8 2.m.  Vieited ceveral ccmmuncs inssecting the C.R.Be
storce, the bock-ieeping and general system of each locsl cormittee. We
2lso exnorted the chlefs ¢f pclice In esch of the conmunes to co-operate
with us in steopping the traffic in C.R.B. fcodstuffs. Every person who
receivesg the Lmsrican Imports Is to have cnly his fixed ration of focd
ené can net under any ccnditicns sell this, 4s tha open riarket price of
thiese fcodstuffs is scmetimas L or § timze thzt of the C.E.B. there is
often & great temptaticn for the poor to cdicspose of their ratione

¥r. !ddol and I had dianer at ¥r. Lzgrand's, a véry hospitzbls
femily at Ste Chislain. ' .

Ve returned to Fons lzte in the afternccn.  vorked at the office
until 7, and then went to supper et Huepgens with Ton Ge

rednescay. Tusy at the office all roming. +illis czme to lins
in tke rachine in the aftermcon. Ton znd I returned to Tournai vith hinm,
The veather was bitter colde COn reaching Tournzi the thrce of us went to
¥te Ste Lubert end had colfee In !lzdconme Fottisuts kitchen. The wouatain,
ccvered with sncow, uas a teeutifel cight.

Spznt the aftcrnoon &t Townal talhing cver cifferent ratters with
're Vilrzrt. After sugpcr, Cregory, Ick znd I went to the H.P. ghow with
tre Te Ceynst's znd Mme. Lunlart.

Thuredeye Izft Tournzi fcr Drussels on the 6 z.ne trzine On
the go ell cay at Brussels uith rzetings and different affairs to stralfhtcn
out. !r. Zellogg who 1s here for a few dzys frea Londen had ccnsiderable
intercsting news. The C.R.Me after haviang maintzined for soeverzl renihs
e very lew price cn Bclglen bread ( 2/3 ihe precent price ot licw York) is
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now £6,0¢0,000 in debt. lr. Eoover has just left for N.Y. to arrange
affairs.

The rost importznt questicn of the moment is the frecsing of
- the canzls., ater transport is ncw stopped, &nd all C.R.B. gcods must
be broucht in by rail. Sp:nt a quiet evening at the house. Fr yilscn's
i address to the Senata, published today, regarding the choice of a
permanent pcace basis 18 very gocd and well received herse

Fricdzy. Up at 6 z.nm. to take the early itrain for Mons. Teok
part in the cceting of the Provincial Committee. In the aftecrnoon telked
over matters with Carstairs the delegate for llariemont-Charlerci. Wwillls
and I had a little tiff over a letter addressed to another officer on
the rilk qu€=tion.

‘Had supper in the evening at Huptens.

Saturday., . left for Brussels on the morning train. At the
C.R.B. ofilce 2ll afternoon. Spznt a quiet evening at the house,

Sunday. J zn. 20th Rose early, spent the rmorning at Brussels,
visiting the ielace of Juctice and the Art Mussum. The Palace of Justice,
threce years &po the scene of bustle and activity is now comparatively
quiet. The greater part is occupied by Cerman troops who are establicshed
in permanent living quarters.

. Late in the morning I went to the site of the Inglich
Presbyterizn Church, hoping to hear a geood sermon. It was degerted and
gave entirely the impreesion of'"closed t411 the end of the warm.

After.lunch I left for lialines in the afternoon. It is en
anclent town of 60,200 inhatitants, chowing consicerable evidence of
borbardnent. learly =211 inhzbiteonts went to Inglandes The beautiful
cathedral lecst most of its windows in the events of 151); 2nd is now belng
recenstructeds The old section of the toun - the Fedoinzpe - is filled
with low white houses of & very picturesque eifect,

feturning to Erussels in the evening I sp:nt the night at the
ralace liotel.

IO“O"V- Took the e€srly itrzin {9 Tournai to get lztest
situztion on tne ehipping vhich is held up everywhere by the prol lcnged
freezee Returned to Hons in the zfternecne  Ead supper at lzesoal's
end spent the cvening afteruards at Marcou's, relatives of lr. Castaigne.
I'ec¢z a great hit with the 12 ronths old baby, vho crcwed and held out
his hancs, &nd reminced ra of Teddy 8 I left hin.

. Tecedzye Having a =p;c*al permit to leave the €tapz 4n tha
rachine. Ion and I etcrted out fn the rorning %o rzke a tcur of the rills
and warchouces 4n the Casrlerol recicn.  Vieited L2 Lowvlere, licyetice,
blg bread-taling coteblichnent), Yeriesont, Cherlerc Fezched the lztter
plece 2t 1.37. ené rezrly fa-iched. Lfter ezticlyiap cur huazer we vicitced
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}r. Resquin and later the burgomaster, lr. Devreux, who broucht out en
old bottle of fine Bourgogne. . Fortunate for me to have had Robinson
‘mith as predecessor in the Hsinzut and at the came time Temperance
Champion - he has broken the ice everywhere.

Continuing our trip we visited the model C.R.E. store at 'Ihuin, '
and reached Yons about 6 o'clock. Had supper and spent the evening at
Huepgens. :

Vedneséay. The i‘ons C.R.B. mgchine now repcses at Casteau &
1ittle hamlet just outside of the )ons €tape, Ton and I took the ‘
S ao'clock train to Casteaus The plain near the village was covered with
German troops going throuch different manoeuvres. Ths young recruits
are obliged to rest, stomach flat, on the bitter cold snow somstimes for
an hours They hold the firing pcsition and must crawl gradually towards
the enermy's trenches. This drilling is done chiefly to harden the mren.

The sir is filled at the present tirms with the mystery of
coming events. A terrible offensive is expected on the wWest I'ront - but
we do not know which side is to commence it The vicinity of lions, all
the sm2ll villsges are f£illed with drilling troops. The larger nunber
of ths soldiers here at the present time come directly from the Roumanien
front. The war has eottled down to a dull dzily grind. Althougch
reginsnts are marching to and fro to »he tune of the {ife, the sound of
the music itself is depressings o -

lezving Cestezu at 10 o?clock Cregory and I made the round of
Coigines, Ath and Peruwelgs Got actlon geing cn the trens-shipzent by
rail of a beat frozen on the ice at Ath. At Peruwelg, }r. Ezuginets
received us very warmly and tock us in for lunch, He threatens to give
his resimation if ihe C.0« pcrsists in the reduced rice ration of 1/2 b,
per month,.

Tetuming to Fons I ucrked at the office till 7. Kad supper at
}eseon's, and afterwerds uwent to csee Lte. 1'illir who is 4nstzlled in new
heacdquarters at lonse.

Thurscay. Cregory and I went to Eruccels via Casteau. Veather
continves bitler cold, hovering Letwucen 0 and 10° Lttenced the mceting
of the Comité Kationzl in the morninp. &t the aftemoon peeting of the

C.R.B. the qucstion of the newly declared German blockade wass taken up.

The Cerran government, however, has given the Comzission a specisl assurznce
for the protection of all cur trancsatlantic toats, and we hope that the
ravitaillement will continue ss regurlerly =s usual.,

A1l transperts by canal ere ncw entirely stcpped, and becazuse
of the shortzge of rolling siock the frod sitvation i1s serfous. Of whezt

230 cars zre being ehipped czil, from Retterdaa with other fcodstuffs in
propaorticn.
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the Inglish antl-ravitaillenent party may break off our work at zny time,
but I ressoned it out otherwise and offered 10 to 1 that the C.R.Z. would
continue until the end of t.he var.

Friday. Gregory and I returned to Mons via Cssteau in the
machine and vicinal, transporting 500 pairs of rubber soles and heels cut
out of old C.R.B, tires and to be given free to the pocr. Took part in
the meeting of the C.P. explaining et the saie time the shipping situation.
All the Helnaut boats caught in the ice in the Flanders are to be turned
over to the Chent C.P. - and ve will receive all shiprents by rail from
Fotterdam and Brusscls,

Hzd a busy afterncon st the o:fice. left at the last minute
to take the evening irzin for Tournai, but reached the station jJust in tims
to sce the red tail-li;ht disappearing in the distance. Came back for
supper at the Feperance with the intention of taking the 7 ofclock train
to Crussels. The train was very late. while waiting at the station a
Fed Cross train bound for Cermany rclled into the station. Turing its '
stop perters ren along from car to car handing up through the windows bowls
of steazing soup, To add a 1iitle cheer to the occasion I distributed
bzlf a dosen boxes of cigarettes to the returning wcunded.

Beached Prussels st 11 o'eclock and went to the Palace Hotsl for
the night.

— -. Eaturdsy. Febe '3 Rose early to teke the 6.22 train for Tournal.
The train ¥Was announced 170 minutes late; then 275; then 385; thea L6O
rinutes, Finally she rolled in from Berlin 8 hours lzte,

: Reacked Tournai at 5 p.m., and fcund M. Cestaigne in bed with

the grippe. Spent a time at the office tzlking cver matters with ¥r.
Wilrmert until 7 p.m. After supper with l&. Jansen we went to see Le Ceynsts.
Zcturned and read at the office until 10 o'clock. .

ndeye !7. Wilmart and X s»arted on fcot for Percmmee st 10 o'clock.
It is at LFJIS point that the lone canal trazaches off from the River. W6
have several C.R.3. wheat beals caupht fzst in the 4cs of the canal. A
strip cf ice 2 mile long and 20 feet wide L& beinp cut to permit the toats
to et free aod return to the River, whence they will he broucht back to
Tournal. The Ice is nearly a foot thick; 69 ren are encaged in the work.

Although the weather was very cold our round trip of 1L miles
ver.€d us up censicderably before resching hore. I'r. ¥W. &nd I telked over
certzin plans for efter the war, es to possibilities of his being sble to
enter into a work more in line with his czpzbility,

I had been invited for 1 c'clock lunch st De Ge»nst's but reacked
there 8t 2. Tound 2 warm welcome, houever, end put away a heariy mesl
aftcr the rerning'e walk., In the afterncen ve took a siroll with i'rs. Lactert
¢nd lre Janeon.  Psseged by the lsrpe flooded poncs eleag the edpe of the
tewn where thers were & great rmany shetere.  The Cerman soldfers are

Jespecizlly



especislly pgocd on the ice.
Kr. Castaigne is still in bed Lut hopcs to get up tomorrow.

After supper I spent the evening at the of fice tntil 11 p.m.
finishing up differeat instructicns cn shipping, milling etec.

londzy. TPose early to teke the L g.m., train to Fons. On
erriving 1 en% {o my room at Masson's and slept until 8 ofclocke EBusy
at the office all mernings . Our wheat trains are now teginning to arrive.

M returning to the cffice this afterncon I wos surprised to
hear the astonishing news that tke D.S, had recalled our American
imbassedor from Berlin, <The situstion appears to be very critical but
Cregory and I agreed to stay on the Job until further crders. Our great
fear $s that the first consequence of the breek will be the discontinuance
of the Belgian Ravitaillement. Lt. Willis returned from Brussels late in
the afternoon with more reassuring news that it was felt the Commission
could continve to work under a special arrangenent.

: _ Don G. end I hed cimer in the evening at lass*n's.' We talked
of the varfoue possibilities of the war. : :

I wondered tonight what the felks at home in their uncertainty
would be thinkinge For our part we feel entirely safe and wunworried .
about our pesition. I am afraid, howevery, ihet we will sll be in Holland
looking for a Jeb at this time next seek,

Tuesday. Spent the early part of the norninc straightening
out ‘the Tournal - La Louviere wheat situation wita Lt. wWillis' sid over
the telephone,

Our office building is to be taken over for a Red Crose Hospital
the midéle of next week &and we have been asied to find new quarters. Ir.
¥idol, iir. llaceon and I visited the School of !Znee torether this morning,
to exzTine the possibility of using this building,.

At 10 o'clock Ir. ¥dol, Lt. ¥illis znd I stzrted out for a
éay's insnection tocur with the machine. e visited saverzl towns &and
care o Chirmay in time for lunch. Here we had soxe wild boar, &n
excellent meat. Though this is the second day of broken diplormatic
relations, Lt. Willis discusscd the general situation "pre and con" -
chlefly "pro" - 4n a friendly way. :

The country in the Cnimay reglion is heavily covered with snow,
Tne weather wa2s bitter cold tut teing well-bundled we pot comfortably
throuch our round of 150 k=,

Feached ions et 6 ofclocks T hzd surper with ueyprens and we

tallcd over the present sitvatfon until 11 cfelcek. TFescaed the finel
cenclusion that in spite of the enormous leescs of both sices curinp the
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war, esch nation 4s roing to withdraw with certain sdventages in the way
of imorovement for nationel and individual character. : .

Returned horme and wrote until 1 a.m.

viedneeday. Feb., 7th jjorked at the office all morninge. Lieut.
willls and I left lor Ferusele in the machine at 12, and there I had lunch
with ¥r. Baugines. Mr. B. was very much upcet over the present
international eituation, and vas relieved to hLear that the ravitaillement
egystem would probably continuve,

. Reached Tournal at 2 o'clock. ¥r. Castaiéne is now well but
.caa not leave tne house. Spent the aft. at office. After supper
De Geynst dropped 1n for the evening and we had a round of bridge.

Pac(cd oy trunk aftervards so as to hava everything in I russel
in case of a hasty departures . . o :

Tnursday.' Left Tournai for Brussels on the 6 s.me train.
"Denny" our faithiul office boy, arrived in the nick of time with my
trunk. ¥r. Baupines, 3Slznmailland and Desenepart were on the train.
Lt Erussels Hr. Baugines met me at the C.R.B, offfice and we went to the
meeting of the Comits Xational. It was quite a memorable cccasion, the
gir being tense over the international situztion. This together with
the freezing of all the canals places us in a very critical rosition. -
The President, Mr. Francqui, hcwever, asrureéd us that the C.R.B, a2nd C.N.
were working shoulder to shoulder to pull through the present crisis, -
and that in spite of tbe gloom the orgznization hzd already passed through
many dark periods. I invited Mr. Baugines to lunch at ths C.R.B., and
he sent us a very fine bsuquet of flouers in eppreciation to the Americans,
to grace the tabls,

In tbe afternoon the Hainaut C.P. had its reunicn in the C.R.B
offices. ¥r. rasquin of Charleroi replies to Dlanmailland'e finely
balanced plen for "bran® distributicn. Buey the rcst of the zfterncon at
the office.

Orécred a palr cf tan shoes todey at 6C0f. This at current
prices is a btargsin,

In the evening Crefory znd I went to ¥r. Francois for supper.
The euto was run into by a street car on the way. Little danspe done,
but Juldan and the rotorran had a terrible ergpurent in car-splitting
Flemigh. Psesed a ver) pleasent &nd interesting e vening at Francois'.
They have an attractive little girl whe reminded 3 of 4nn.

Friday. Febe. Sth farry Dunn znd I took the 8 ofelock from
Truseels for lons. lecperature 10 2bove rero, and the irain was unhezted.
Co2l 4s cne of the rarest articles on the rmarket at the precsent time, and
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is used very economically. At Brussels coal is £20 to €30 a ton owing
to the stopping of ell canal service and the requisition of all railway
equipment for military end ravitaillement purposes. :

The exortitant price of coasl and the long gold spell are working
untold suffering throughout the country. The Comite of Secours which
formerly gave 200 1bs. of coal per home and per month has had to abandon
fts chzrity on sccount of the scarcity of the combustible.

The daily mortality at Erussels is doubled dus to effects of
the exposure to which the poor are subject. To economize coal, schools
have been temporarily closed throughout the country. Then stocks are
requisitioned and distributed to the poor. Big warming halls ere being
established everywhere, and in some places hot soup is served free in
thess buildings. - . L - .

" Harry D. spent the morning looking sbout town while I worked at
the office. Ve bad dinner at Masson's.

B fook & trip to the Dock Office in the afternoon and I explzined

gsomz of our srrangements and systecs to Dunne Ve went to Huspgent's for
supper and spent the evening there. . They are a most delightful family.
Fadame end her daughter rarely lezve the house znd lead a most quiet life
exccpt. for the brusque invasions of the Ansrican delegates. !« Hueppen
is very fatherly, nmethodical, reascning, and 2lways wanting to help.

Saturday. Feb. 10th ILef t for Brussels in the machine with
Lieut. i7i1lls at 7.30. icather very cold. &pent the morning at the
EBrussels office. The Amcricen legztion at Bruscels was closed yesterday
by request of the German authoritiesg. The =minister, Brand Vhitlock, will
continue to remain in Telgium as 2 private citizen. ‘

The situaticn of the C.R.B, is teccming increasingly critical.
0 food boats have arrived st Rotterdanm within the last two wecks on
account of the blocus. The Eclglan canzls still remsin froccne. 7Ths
cccupying euthoritics wich to restrict the powsrs of the Coxmiesion, to
withdrew all the delepates from the provinces and leave cnly a central
cormitice of five at Brussels. ' '

Did eeveral errancs during the afternoon. Had supper at the
Tzverne Royale and afterwards went to see the jloliere players, an excellent
companye Spent the nipht at the Crussels house,

Sunday. Took the early train to Tournzi. A husky Ceneral who
nounted in the ezme compartment placed his suit czse in the rack oa top
of &y brand rew het, it being rather dark at the time. Ee then proceeded
Eo herzeticelly scal the compartment bty clesing 21l reans of ventilation.
In kalf a2n heur T was otli;ed to lcave the Turiish bath end rove into the
nedghktouring compartaent. ' .

At Tcurnat I found T, C. OF ead recovered froz his illnesse -
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vwe went to the photographers and had several snaps taken arm in arm.

In the afterncon Mr. Tonnelier, sccompanied by a violin and
violoncello gave a very f£ine concert of Russian music for a small group
of £riends at Mr. Castelignets,

Had dimner in the evening with ¥re J., lre Co and the Dg Ceynst's
at Mme. Lembert's. Toey are a very jovial crowd and we pass many pleasant
evenings together.

Today's papers announce the departure of two American steamers
from N.Y. to Eordeaux ~ as a test of the fact whether neutral steamers not
carryinp contreband may run the blocus. Thelr fate is awalted with
interest. _ o
Yonday. Feb. 12th Took the early morning train from Tournal
back to Mons. Bugy at the office ell day. Had lunch at Mr. Masson's,
and pon care in for supper in the evening. '

~ Tuescdaye Dgy of our weekly inspection tour through the ..
province.~ Ve = l¥. Midol, Cregory and I - visited the regions of Socignies
"end Ath todzy, In the morning we pasced by Kainwault, where a German
zeppelin fell some months egee Ve were piven a piece of aluminfium and
some bronce wire which were left from the wrecks’

At Flobecq Yre & lMrs. Jouret \:eléomed us very warmly end invited
us to dinner. Mr. Jourst is the borgomaster and also the president of
the Secours Conmditice. ‘

Flobecq is one of the most prosperous regiens of Belgium, having
tained a fortuwne from its tobacco and farm products since the teginning of
the war., .

In the afternoon we continued our trip by wvay of Izharzide and
Leselncse The latter, a villsge of 12,000, hes had 1320 workzen deported.
Lt Lessines we szw a group of 40O Zursian prisoners trudping elong in
wooden shoes &nd still wearing their original uniforms. Arong them was
one individual of prenounced Jepanese features, probsbly a Eorean.

Hed supper with Cregory et Heupgen's. TUon was almoet all in
with the grippe,

Vednesday. Feb. 1llth Spent the morning at the office. ient
to Peruwels at noon where I had lunch with Ior. Eaugines, Afterwards the
tvo of us went by machine to Ponmercoul where five C.R.B. barges zre
tlocked in the ices Arrsngements were rmade to unlcad 2 whezt boats easch

of 320 tons. lr. B. .requisitions all the farmer's teams in the vi
to do the hzuling. ie vicinity

Coantinued cn %o Bruescle where T arrived Sust in tinme for supper
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house with half a dozen of the other mene.

Great excitenent reipned at Brussels. In enswer to ceriain
‘denznds end restrictions placed on tho Cormission by the Cerman.. authorities,
the Prussels office reccived a telegranm from Lendon ordering the Commission
to leave the country within L8 hcurs.

Tnasmuch as the zutherfities showed a very rcascnabls ettitude
and agrecd to continue 211 the privileges granted %2 the Comiseicen,
s Cregory has countermancded the order from London, and we zre to staye.

Thursdays Vvent to the nceting of ths C.N. in the morning.
That of the C.R.B, in th2 afternoon was especially interesting, end !*e Cregory
was given a warm ovation for his gcod work in helping us heree C.R.Be
renbers hove their pictures teken on the roof before the mceting.

Had supper and spent the evening at ir. Francois.

Friday - Crepory, dowa with the gripps, was obliged to remsin
in Brussels., The rmorning train to Fens pulled in lats but I rcached the
reeting of the Provincial Coarmittice in tims to rcessure them on the
sftuation at Brussels.

Hzd lunch with lr. ¥asscn. Spent the afterncon at the office.
In thoe evening I went to Huepyen's for supper, and we discussed the course
of events. :

Saturday. - Lieut, willis end I left for Tournail in the rmachins
at 8 o'clock. Veather is irproving nowj the conzls are thawlng and we
expect to have boat ezrvice re-established in a short tins,

Tae comzunal burgomasters at the bi-icekly meeting were reassured
to see and hear that the Comnission bad not left Belgium, es was annouaced
in 211 tke Kollznd end Cerman newspapers, following ir. Hoover's crder of
l:st ednecday.

freeicded a

¢ t the meeting of the Ceatrollers in the afiernoon.
t’e now 5 instead of L 2

Tournal and the discucsion is 5C% rore lively.

In the evening I invited the Ds Ceynst's znd Mro. Latbert to
lire Cestaipnets for a suppsr of oysters, - stewed znd fried. It was the
{lrst time they had ever tested cosked oystere - the Eelpien custom eluays
bLeing to eat then on the chell - but they found the fnnovation very goode.
we pzosed an Interesting cvening, end I took ¥F-e. Lertert hora "sous les
Plis du crapeeu avéricain™ after the officlzl heur of § p.rm.

' fundey. Yebe 18, Tock the L 2.m. trzin tack to lins, Lieut.
Wi1lis having retfc. in the raciine the nipht Yefcre.  Slept tio hours rare
ot "rescnts end pot vp dn tire to reet williezs who care down from Pruscels
ca the oominp train. Ve Lad dinner topether at Suzppents.  In the
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afternoon we dropped in on Masson's and on Willls, 1t. willis, who had
fust given me the crder that sll delegates whether in the provinces or
at Drussels could not move from their posts, was a little upset over

Wms.! arrival from Brussels. The Vernutlunpstelle at Erussels on being

inforned,phoned orders to lecns to cetaln 1;illizms. He had alresdy returned
on the evening train, however, - after esaying good-bye to all his friends
at l'one. VWne leaves for America this week,

Sgturdey. Farch 3rd. The last two weeks have boen so filled
with events end £0 completely occupicd that I Lave not had the tims to
put down my caily observationse.

. The international situvation rema2ins unchanged. The tuwo Arerican
boats which were to have served as test for the blocus reached Bordeaux
safelye . = . - A - e

. In the meantime there is a general retreat taking place along the
front which is being attacked by the English in the neighbourhood of the
Somme. GCermany attribuies this to a stratepgic move on thsir part vhich
will rencder valueless the careful preparations of a great Englieh offensive.
The Tnglish are now obliged to establish new linece, end the delay cccasicned
ty this will cefer a new offenzive for several ronthe.

There is great ectivity of troups all along the region behind
the front. . Troeps and artillery are ccntinuzlly on the move in the
vicinities of lons and Tournai. At lYons for each departure of troops to
the front, the Cerman tand goes to the station and solemnly pleys zs the
train pulls out., vwith the new Fsea blockade™ by which Cermany is
confident of forcing Fngland to terms, the Cerman troops have greater hope.
These who are now leaving daily for the front are confident of recaching Paris,

The lstest ncws in connection with the Somme retreat is that
€te Cuentin, & town of LO,00C 4s evacuated by the A ‘

. s evacua population znd is bein
ver?sfrongly fertified. The mstcrial evidence which tie have of the bit%er
f}gnthg‘elong this frcnt 18 the rapid filling of the }ons hoeositzls. TONE
the wounced are Cermen, French, inglich, licroccans, and even Serbs.

Yeerly every cday a solid vged
into the steifon and the ren cre trenzfe

Cross™ train of 15 to 20 cors rolls
r
in rzlor arbulinces,

red from the stetfon to the hespitels

Feczus

e of vncerts onditd * . e
have re~afne rtsin conditfons the C.R.BE. ntn of northrern France

bosts, Dc‘g a} LTfGECIS durtag the past month without going back to their
not 1o lf,v“‘g‘*n the Felplisn €tape Lleunt. 7illis £ave e orders last week
to jo to T € i province but this rols vas chenped in tire to permit rs
., ~ . - - B

'—ré* gfcfiuﬁiﬁ}f for the T.orecey reeting.  The precpect of a peaceful
or ani€ercn c Y Eree ) i . - i T i
cvcrchgv. In”g§,1;5~;ﬁz zrfkfn d'plomstic relatlens scers further suay
LY . Oite of trnis, houeve : o= Pl .
czy, countine with ™ ? ¢yer, cur rctie is to Work eon froa czy to
g "‘i‘l_e‘ £y t1 certitude on at lezet the fature continuance of tha
2vitzilleznt - . - o el

« I =t1)1 keep on geod terts with 1idl%s erd ve ciscuss the
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gituation in g friendly way every daye.

~ Last funday I spent the week-cnd at Bunge's country place, at
Antwerpe Several other of the C.R.B. men were there and we had a restful
day, tsking two long walks one in the morninp, the other in the afteroon.
tje visited Mr. Punpe's femous stazble of 142 cows which furnishes 2,000
querts of milk deily for the children of Antwerps, :Though the whols
estate is a mocel for order and tcauty of arrangement, ons of the
interesting customs that struck me particularly was the manner in which the
horse stables are kept. Ivery stall was decorated with thatched straw
held 4n place by interwoven red white &nd blue ribbons. In front of the
stalls and through the csrriare rcoms the most elaborate desifns were
cerried out in rulti-coloured sands on the floor - which had to be rencwed
every two or three cdays. M¥r. Eange, who is the element of sirplicity,
leads one mipht szy a nearly ifdezl 1life., EHe is surrounded by his mother,
children, grandchildren and other relatives = never a Sunday passes at his
hore when there zre not &t lezst 20 around his dinner table.

Sundey night I went from Antwerp, arriving in Tournzi Monday
morninges Spent the uvsuel busy cay there and returned to lons Tatscday z2.m.
) Tucsdzy afternoon I rade a visit to Quarepnon a cozl-nining village
nezr 1'ons to exzaine conditions in the miners! hemes,  Since the blockade
of Fcb. 1lst no rore wheat boats zre arriving and we have bzen obliged
to greatly reduce the bread ration. The concsequent suffering has produced
& nuaber of demonsirations in the Berinage (cozl-mining) district this
past week. : . »

A visit to several homes et Cuaregnon revealed the lamentabls
~existing conditions. The poor people on account of the scarcity of
native fcod stuffs must cepcnd entirely on their C.R.B, ration. Fothers
and children have to sacrifice their bread daily to give the father
gtrengih encurh to descend in the mine., The resulis of my visit to three
bouscs picked out at random I set dowm in a report to our Director, lr.
Creporye :

The Belgians whe were deported in Cermany lzst Fall znd who
refused to work even in the face of starvation sre now retuming in great
nuzbers - Charleroi and Soiginess They are the object of a special eystem
of generous feecing et the present tims to rebuild their hezlth,

Izst Thurscay morning a train of 1,000 Rouneniszn prisoners =-
the firet T Lave seen - stopp d at the Fons staticn. tihile waiting for
the Erussels trcin I had zn opportunity to see thex descend frea the frt.
cars in which they were being trensported and fetch their rorning soup.
They were in a sorry state, a sight never to be focrpotten.

Tire 1s flying these dzys &s I heve never known it to do before,
Tne vork keeps rs steadily on the fo - scus weeks I scarcely ke two
rcals in the sarz places Last Tuceday night zt Huspzen's 4n the way of
a novelty, I rclled up my tleeves, went into the kitchen and prepzred the
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first fried oysters they had ever tasted. Ve find ourcelves here
encircled by a marvcllous group of friends - the foremost stateszmen and
business—en of the countrys After fulfilling our dzy's work nothing is
more pleasant and inespiring than the interesting eveningcs which we rass

4n their housa.

Sunday. arch Lth. went to Tournai 4n the rachizne with Licute
willis ageinst a bitter cutting wind all the way. Ea route we stopped
off a few rdnutes to visit the beautiful grounds and chateau of the Prince
de Ligne . .

Found ¥r. Castaigne and ¥r. wilmart at work, on reaching Tournale
I spent the rorning with Wilmart and after our work was cleaned up ve
speculated some on the future. ’ , A

¥r. Co 2nd I took lunch at De Geynst's. I returned afiervards
to the office - and worked and read thzre rost of the afternoons 1In the
evening we had our weekly ngoiréem - lMze. Lambert, the Ds Ceynst's and lire Ce
In escorting !we. Lerbert horme at 10 otclock, an hour after the military
retiring hour, we were held up twices 1}y Amcrican and military passports
no loncer carry their former weight, but Itze., Lambert's kncwledge of Cerzan
smoothed out the situation both times - first for an officsr, second for a
nifht sentinel,

The tuo important events which have tzken place within the last
few cdays end vwhich indicate the increzsing serlousness of the gituaticn sare
the closing of 21) scheols and the shutting down of all factorles enploying

" rmore thzn twelve men. Only the mills and factories under C.R.B. employ, -

the cozl mines &and those establishments which hava spscial permission frem
the Cerman authorities may continve. This rrasure which throws thousands
cut of work is tckea {o 1imit the consumption of coal znd 4rcn, to cut

covn the trznsports which the R.R. slready overcharged are obliged to carry,

and to ceniralize all exlsting industry tcuard the service of the occupying
authorities, .

Tre clocing of the scheols was dene for two reascas, first, to
p}ace Pzlgiua on the same base as Gerizny where the schools have bzen clozed
£ince the firzt of the yeary eeccnd to perrit the distribuiion of tha

lerge coal stceks on hand 4n the schools ancag the poorer populz=tioa of the
};gns. Cozl at Brussels znd other eimilarly located poinis is 2t 25. to
< .

the ton, znd tht i
e e btdipa tutS step.permlts the poor to have free cczl 2zt a tirs
5¢ly neecede In many places the ex2ly scheels will bs transforrad

I rm e Al
into tarracks, heepitale, or quariers for French refupees.

AamAa - R .
rrching, —ppeoke  Ceme back to Yons. carly with Ifeut. 1illls in the
~=CA-nSe  Alter stralphtening cut corressondence, cte at 4% P
cnd I started out for rlemu Here we: t“é 4 ¢ offics Crepory
t An] ol . d € WE WETQ rCic ’ d-naturcd }° N
the Pecal-kiag™ of the Sorinzpes  Ee turacd Y Loodgntured Jir. Crever,

ts cver to his chdef enginser

and ve sterted cut ¢ ¢+ rgy .
t to visit rsNaft 120, Eefore Cescending 4n the coal

ry
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rdne we were obliged to corpletecly change our clethes - putting on riner's
unifom, shoes, and leathier helret.

Lt the top of the shaft ue were each proviced with a riner's
lampe. The Cescent was macds in an elevatcr vwhers the three of us were
berely sble to I4nd crarmping roem.  Curing the dounuard voyage I could not

kelp thinking how diszppcinting it would be to have the cable treck and
let the cage £211°2,500 ft. in a country like Delgiuam vhere cne might reet

a more rozantic end in the way of crossing the path of an "obus" cr en
cerc plvne bcm .

we dieembarked at the 600 ft. level. The mine at this depth is
cernfortably wara and 28 one descends further it becones even unbearably warm.
Tie penerzl mine ccastruction consists in erecting horizontal falleries
branching out 1n several cirecticnq from the central shaft at each Ievel.

- . & . ‘-“\i.\“" \'
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The coal is fcund in veins from 2 to 3 ft. thick waich run generally in a
slanting directicne.

Ve c:*ccqord one of these veins 2 1/2 feet high end slanting at
an anple of L5C for a distance of 300 ft. Cn recaching the foot of the
incline I fclt to sece if the scat of my troucers was still there. 211 aleng
the 1line we pescsed by criry~faced rminers u*rxing cway con their backs and
pilciing the ceal. “pcn they heard we were Aréricens the univerfal cry was
rfrczdl  jore Ircadl  then s the raticn to be 4ncreaczedi® nig scen as
ttie C.R.B. bozts can ret by the cenbined Tnplicsh and Cerzan tlcckaées and
unlead their preclcus wheat carpres ™ was the only answer we could ive.
The mincrs are in a really pitisdble conditien = riny of thenm unzble to live
on their ordinar) ration cegcend the rine daily vith their dinner pails
filled with rchouxenavets" (cattle-tcets, which vere ncver knewn for huvan
conswiption befors this winter). The cdaily bivezd rotion for theee rien is
1 ez which quzntity they eat casily in a =infle rezls Flour frzudulously
e2ld by the formers (In aédition to that £old by the C.R.3. et b £ the psund)
1e offercd to the riners at 35 erd LO ¢ the pound. A riner thus spends
oficn & cay's wzpes to have 2 pounds of flcur.

The vz niny cnd geparation of the ccal 4nto difercnt sizes i3
a very interesting yrocch,. Tae lzbour {e done chiefly by wemzne At the
terrinaticn of cur tirdp we were 211 =o blzckened that cne did not r c~[nize
the cthere  1#5ler a g¢o od shewer bath, houever, we wezre restcred to partial

er
respectobility In =211 tke rocdemm rincs the workers tzre their sheowver at
the close of crch cayls we

had

- cees .

£ 3 souvenir of the visit ¥r, CGravez gove re a minfature rirer's
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lanp. £ftervards he invited Crepory i%e engineer and I for lunch at
fiay's. Spent the balance of the afterncon at the offlce.

In the evening Don and I went out to lir. de ifunck's country boms
for suppere The zuto service - fn which va vera g5 hancleapp:d durlng the
early dzys of the }ons €tzpa - is now working fine.

Lt. wiliis, his secretzry, and his ordonnesnce are now regularly
at our disposition for any trips which need be rmzde in auto. In fact a
scldicr in the frent eeat by the chzuffeuvr 2dds a certaln *class®, which
the rischine did not have when ve were allcwed to po about unsurveyed.
Lt. Willia! two aides are very gocd-natured and obliping ~ r*Iriday" alwzys
wears a emile from ear to ear end enjoys sutomobile ricing inmencely.

Tuesday. Farch 6th. Left ons at 8.30 with Cregory, lir. Kidol
and our orcerly. ii¢ stopped off a minute at the Heanuyer Mill to ss
about the spscial flour ecming from Cermany for our Frconch refugces.
¥r. Hennuyer told us that a serifes of the *L2s", each hauled by six big
auto tractors passed throcugh boussu and St. Ghislain yesterdaye The
nig Eertha's" (so nicknamed aficr Mme. Irupp) were describzd by the
population a& beling Ylg enourh to permitra man snd a helft to enter their
16 inch terrel. '

- Continuing our trip we arrived at Solgnies, one of our scven
rerlonal centres, and emphasized to ths Commitltee thelr the importance of
instzlling the "Soupe Fopulalire®™ in 211 the villages. Further on, at ith, ws
tock part in the opening of their new "Soups™ - and partook each uith relich
a beiil of excellent "potage", : :

¥r. Bzugines gave us a warm welcomrs et Peruvelz, and served us
arong other things at lunch his American speclzlty - hot zpple szuce. e
told us of an 4nteresting incicdsnt which had teken place at Peruvels that
morning = 350 mutincus Cerman solciers uere rmarched through tewn to the
staticn to be sent into the interlor of Cerzzanye

Cn cur return in the &fiernhoca we preached "Soupe Fopulairs" in
ccverzl toimse One villzge of S30 inhabitznts, Hautrapes, which we passed
i1s to kave 2,500 Trench refupces next wcek. ror this purpocs the large
cchocls and cenvents in the locelity hieve been erptied of their oripinal
cccupants and will te plzced at the dlsposal of the refusces,

Crcgery and I reached !ons unfortunately too late far a concert
to which ¥ire lesson hicd 4nvited use Lt. willis who c:nncd civilian cloihes
fer the ccczsion and whem we did not recepnice at first outside of his
custonary uniforn - in cwitching Belgfen zad Cerrza tine 2lso arrived an
Lour tco late for the concerts Don and I bsd supper vith Vzssan'e and
epcnt the evening there,.

. : 3
wCChceoa
. e

Yzre Tthe  Cpent the rorming at the offlce, After mn
early lunch zt Zc

2 with Ire 1'idol the two of us, azccozpenicd by Lt. Jillls,
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